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| The Question Time
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Trevor writes

Worship is in Many Parts

...but God is the object of our worship

What is your favourite element in worship? Do
you thrill to the hymns, long for the time of
prayer or most appreciate a really good sermon?
Of course you are allowed to enjoy all of these
aspects of worship but if you could only have one
which would you choose? I'm willing to guess
that different people in a congregation would give
different answers and that this is true whethercibregregation is a vast
gathering in the hundreds or literally just “two tbree gathered in his
name,”

As | write this letter Christian Aid Week is undeay and tomorrow I'll
be trekking up and down garden paths to strangkrsts, asking them
to make a contribution to the collection. If askeddesign a Christian
event that will maximise public participation few s would think to
choose the offering as the element of worship riksly to get a good
response. As it happens though, even more people tthe number
comprising the audience &ongs of Praisehoose to take part in this
event.

In worship, with the possible exception of chunaasurers, the offering
is unlikely to get many votes for “Most Popular Ment in Service.” As
far as men are concerned a recent survey of fawlded male readers of
the magazin&ortedrevealed that for them the most popular part ef th
service was the talk or sermon (72%). Although G8f%hose surveyed
liked singing in worship they had a clear prefeeefar proclamational
hymns rather than emotional love songs. Those geadvelid not like
hugging, holding hands or sitting in circles dising their feelings in
church.

Some readers of this letter (men or women) maydyng a fervent

“Amen” of agreement to all of those views. Some rfroe women) may

be in total disagreement. Others may love the seratimost as much as
they are attached to hymns that qualify as “emafidave songs” or

want more time given to proclamation in our singing less to listening
proclamation from the pulpit.



Just spare a thought for our worship leaders whe kacreate a service
that meets the diverse needs and preferencesaigragation made up
of men and women, younger and older, coming frovargety of social
and ethnic backgrounds.

Worship should reflect some of our preferences leedhey flow from
the sort of people that we are and it would bengato worship in a
way that is totally alien to our identity. At tharse time, however, since
we are a mixture of people, individually and cudily, we cannot expect
worship to suit our individual preferences all béttime, not taking into
account the different preferences of our fellow stppers. Also, all of
us need to remember that although worship is @as@mtforming us as
people we are not the object of worship. God isobject of our worship
and trying to discern what is worthy of a God odation, love, mercy
and justice affects the content and the style ofamrship:

Lord of all good, our gifts we bring to thee,

Use them thy holy purpose to fulfil:

Tokens of love and pledges they shall be

That our whole life is offered to thy will.
A F Bayly (1901-1984)
Rejoice and Sing04

Trevor
The survey of male worshippers is reported at:
http://www.telegraph.co.uk:80/news/newstopics/ieligs278040/Male-
worshippers-like-to-sing-macho-songs-in-church.html

Two Opportunities for Further Bible Study
An Ecumenical Study Day at Brentwood Cathedral Interpreting
Genesis — Creation and Evolution in Darwins's Aensary Yeamith
Rev Dr Adrian Graffy. Saturday 6 June, 10.30 — 3pfree event,
with a sandwich lunch provided. Book by e-mail:
cef@dioceseofbrentwood.org

Annual Biblical Conference at Westminster College,Septembe
22-23. The theme i¥isions,looking at the book of Revelation and
parts of Isaiah, Ezekiel and Zechariah. More detaid booking forn
from the Synod websit@ww.urc-eastern.org.uk




Training for Learning and Serving

Do you want to explore the Bihlenrich your spiritualityequip yourself
for mission and service, and experience new impeatusyour
discipleship? If so, the United Reformed Church TESundation
Course may be for you.

Through study units, local groups and weekend esgidls more than a
hundred participants around the country reflectnupimeological and
moral issues in the contexts of the Bible, perserpkrience, church life
and contemporary culture. You'll be experiencingoarney not just
studying a course.

In each term of this two-year course themes atetinwith particular
biblical books:

Term A:  Exploring Spirituality — with John’s Gospel

Term B:  Complexity in Society — with narrative OT books

Term C:  Prophetic Church — with Isaiah

Term D:  Church in Formation — with Ephesians

Term E:  Where is Wisdom? — with Job and Ecclesiastes

Term F:  Community — with Luke and Acts

Ways of getting further information:

1. Pick up a leaflet at church

2. Talk to Trevor Jamison

3. Look at the prospectus online at

http://www.urc.org.uk/what_we_dol/tls/

4. Contact the TLS Administrator:
Mrs H Skidmore, 27 Yew Tree Road, Elkesley, Retfdidtts
DN22 8AY. Tel: 01777 838634 Ematlsskid@btinternet.com

Practical details:

The course begins each year in September and thdlime for
completed applications is 30th June. The annualtseotee is £575,
which, for United Reformed Church members, maydskiced to £475
with signed confirmation of their Church’s support.

Fees may be paid quarterly. Financial support isnofvailable from
local churches, Synods and a bursary fund.

TLS Courses are for members of any denominatiored af8 and
upward.



No entry educational standards needed. There ag@aros.

Validated by a universitythe course may contribute to a Higher
Education Certificateor Foundation Degree in Contextual Theology.
The course may be used as the first stage

in gaining United Reformed Church General Asserabbyeditation for
Lay Preaching.

Wednesday 3 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the KathlMartin
Room

Saturday 6 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the KahlMartin
Room, until 9.45am

Saturday 6 5.00pm Celebration social eventeaiMhyflower
Hall, shared with Brentwood and
Ingatestone URCs

SUNDAY 7 11.00am All-age Sacrament of Holy Commuaon,
led by Revd Trevor Jamison, including
Baptism of Kodi Paul Chalmers

Thursday 11 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

Friday 12 12.00 Fellowship Group lunch in the
(for 12.30pm) Mayflower Hall

SUNDAY 14 11.00am Festival for Baptised/Blessed ldxy Mr
Kenton Church - Gift Day

Sunday 14 12.15pm Re"iMovember bazaar, short meeting
over lunch in the Livingstone Room

Sunday 14 1.00pm  Fun Run through the Bible, én th
Mayflower Hall

SUNDAY 21 11.00am Sacrament of Holy Communion,
led by Revd Trevor Jamison



Sunday 21 5.00pm  Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC
which our church is invited.
Matthew 20: 1-16 Workers in the Vineyard

Sunday 21 6.30pm CTB-sponsored Worship at Quears P
Community Church, to which we are invited
Thursday 25 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court

SUNDAY 28 11.00am Praise inthe Park at Lake Meads
Note: there is no morning worship in
our church on this Sunday

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY — KEN WOODS

And there’s more...!

As Church Secretary, | get lots of different pieadsinformation; it

would be impossible to broadcast all of it withdubwning you all in a
sea of advertising. The month of June alreadynha® than enough in
prospect. | will have to be selective in tellinguya bit about what's
going on.

On 6" June we have the annual social event for the threecttes in
our pastorate — Brentwood, Ingatestone and ourselMas year it is at
the Mayflower Hall. Shirley Moult has kindly agreeéd organise the
catering, so if you've forgotten to sign up, pledse Shirley know
you're coming and she will add you to the numbg&esnton is assisting
Trevor with things non-food.

On 7" June Kodi Chalmers will be baptised. On the same eagywill
say goodbye to Kate Hackett.

From the second week of June onwarsimall groups will commence
meeting. Not all will start in the second week ohd. At the recent get-
together of group leaders, it was apparent thatdagd and other
considerations mean that the start-up will be stegiy Everyone who
has responded to my ¥2April letter will be contacted, with a view to
deciding when to start.




14" Juneis the date of the annual festival for those wiawehbeen
baptised/blessed at our church. After lunch in Meyflower Hall that
day, Trevor will lead us on a ‘fun run’ through tBéle. (For those not
fleet of foot, don’t worry, the ‘run’ bit is metaphcal!)

In the evening of Z1June we have the second in the series of visits to
other churches in Billericay — this time to the Guoumity Church
(Methodist) on Queens Park. This ‘pilgrimage’ ard@churches (they
come to us on 20September) is being sponsored by Churches Together
It is an act of faith that people will come fronhet denominations; after
all, many are set in their ways and do not easilsx into worship with

an unfamiliar liturgy. | hope that you will be willy to ‘pilgrimage’ into
these strange territories.

If you want more familiar worship first, you carsalgo to the 5.00pm
worship at Brentwood on the same Sunday.

28" Junesees more Churches Together sponsored worshipPraise
in the Parkat Lake Meadows. This will be at 11.00am. The sermill
be preached by the Methodist minister, Judith Mdioag. There will
be no service at our church that day.

Looking beyond June Alan Lough is progressing the summer
programme of fabric work by outside contractorsthf time of writing,
he is finalizing discussions with the donor for thell kitchen
refurbishment. The plan is to have the refurbishnoamnried out during
the school summer holidays, and the hall will keset! for this period.

In addition, the Elders have been very pleasech&amit Alan for his
recent endeavours in approaching the Cleanawayiaagan. This has
secured for us a promise of a grant for exterrdggeration of the hall.

And finally, we thank Angela Christian for agreeing to be our
representative for the Women’'s World Day of Prayand Shirley
Moult, who has agreed to attend to the small candiehurch.

Traidcraft 30" Birthday Lunch on Friday 19" June at 12.30 in
the Mayflower Hall. Tickets £5, obtainable nowrfrcAnn Mynott
and Shirley Moult. Come and celebrate our Birthday




Church Bazaar, 14 November

Please make a note in your diaries of the datbéisfyiear's Bazaar. We
are having a short preliminary meeting after chuwohSunday 14 June
while eating our lunch in the Livingstone Room, f(lste the Fun Run

through the Bible). We will discuss new ideas #éydto find a theme.

So anybody with ideas and suggestions please conthet meeting.

Representatives of organisations and stallholdens fprevious years
who want a stall this year please come to the mgebr let me know

what you are planning this year. Also very welcoare those who
would like to have a stall for the first time andnt to find out what it is

about. Thank you! Margaret Dunn

THAT'S ENTERTAINMENT
St Luke’s Fund Raising Committee is arranging aceonto raise
funds for the work of the Hospice.
C DOT (Churches Drama and Opera in Thurrock) walrbhaking &
return visit to Billericay on Friday 18June. They will be performin
in the Billericay United Reformed Church from 8.0@p
Tickets will cost £5 and these will be availablenr Margaret
Hatchard. Light refreshments included.

[(®]

Thank you received

You will remember the appeal for vaseline (andt&grned out for other
essentials) to be taken out to Uganda by colleagfi@sna Church. This
letter has now been received from Kagando Hospitghnda

| would like to thank you on behalf of the team gmatients for the
money sent to our programme (120,000 shillings). Weeived the
money at the right time when we needed it. It Wélused to buy sugar,
bread, soap and food for our clients who are nemuy poor. We
promise to the use the money wisely.
Thank you so much and be blessed richly.
Yours in his service

Japheth Bburambale Tasl

Assistant in Charge, Palliative Care Programme.



is targeting multi-national
companies who dodge taxes.

Developing Countries often depend on multi-natioo@panies for a
large amount of their income. The companies conte exploit natural
resources such as oil or copper, or to sell theaps; for example
bananas. These companies should pay the governrfantsxes on
what they have earned. After all it is the wealthh@se countries which
they are exploiting. If they don't, the governmevitl not have the
money for schools, hospitals and other things theaple need.

But it's too easy for the multi-nationals to escHpar obligations. They
only have to declare thtetal of what they have earned. They don't have
to say what they have earned country by countrytf&g can spread
their earnings around over several countries, aydtsat in no country
have they earned enough to pay much tax. It's o people who
suffer.

Christian Aid is campaigning for multi-nationals bhave to say what
they have earneth each country and pay the taxes to that country
accordingly.

A Case Study

Bolivia: the difference that fair tax paying makes.

The government of Bolivia, one of the poorest cdaatin South
America, has persuaded the international compantgsh exploit its
huge gas and oil reserves, to pay fair taRssa result:

1. 1.6 million children receive a grant to enalilerh to stay at
school, buy stationery, uniform and shoes. Theyp a@et a
simple meal at school every day, which improvesr thealth
and concentration.

2. Every person over 60 receives a pension, whidures that
they have enough money for food if they are todalwork,
and pays for their electricity and water.

Christian Aid has a battle on its hands, as theabapunting firms which
set the rules are not willing to support countrgdzhreporting of profits.
Please support this Christian Campaign! Cards areadlable.
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Our Question Time
was part of our Year of
the Bible and the
questioners came
armed with awkward
questions. They were troubled by the sometimesecradrality of the

Old Testament, compared with the gospels. (JosBuddshua and his
army killed the Anakim... They also destroyed toers where the
Anakin had lived... Finally there was peace inldred': compared with
Matthew 5: 44: .. but | tell you to love your enesi. ) Is God a god of
love, or a god of war and vengeance? Can we gajthiag from the

study of a book such as Joshua?

We must accept the whole bible, which is a recdrdsod's people

learning more about him, starting from a primitivase. It is a product
of its time. Over the years the Jewish peoplelaited all sorts of things
to God, and even amid the, for us unacceptableavielr there are
flashes of an insight which looks forward to a Ghan ethic. Joseph's
brothers mistreated him and sold him into Egypséavery, yet when
they came begging to Pharaoh, he received theranagyfand enabled
them to settle and prosper in Egypt. (Yes, but ldsted only for a time,
then they became captives and battled to free tbleess and reach the
land promised them by God.. what a saga! And gmés on. The ups
and downs of the people of the Old Testament arar thuman

weaknesses are little different from our modern dagps.) The key
word in reading the bible is to understand the exmnt

Much of the Old Testament picture of God does raiws him as
vengeful, but as a stern parent. His punishmergsnat vengeful, but
show us what obedience is about, and what disobeglieeads to, as
children must learn. God is still a loving parent!

11



This led to the subject o
pacifism. Is the bible pacifist?
It doesn't give us a blueprin
for life, but examples of right
and wrong decision-making
in different situations. Nor is
it a blueprint for justice, or a
maker's manual. Wars wil
happen, but we should learn
from the bible ways of ending
them peacefully. Blessed
indeed are the peacemakers, those who work to pedee possible.

—t

But to get back to the contradictions in the bieaul quoted William
Barclay, the well-known biblical scholar and comita¢or, who said:
'‘Quote me a verse of the bible, and I'll find yaweowvhich says the
opposite'.

A questioner quoted a letter written to Reform, abhiconcluded
triumphantly: ‘thank God, we do have the Bible —s Hnfallible,
unambiguous Word'. Discuss! The answer came: gitebible mirrors
life, living is not simple, that's our dilemma. tonstantly has its
ambiguities. What we should do is not clear cutdAhe glory of the
bible is that it is also ambiguous: read a paraid it will tell you
something slightly different, or something new, mveime. If the
parables were unambiguous, they would not havedhee value for us.

Is the bible sexist?
We held our breath
for this one, but the
answer was a straigh
Yes! It reflects a
patriarchal  society.
The disciples were all
male, and the women
round Jesus, and
whom he met and spoke with seem to have had a ledse Once again
this reflects the culture and context of the tirffeo, for example, we
should not use the bible to forbid women priestesspmably?).

~—+
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Is the bible suitable reading for children? Itsoanplex book, with some
red meat not suitable for those who still need milke panel, still with

an eye to paradox, fastened on some of the stathi@h ‘children love’,

as we say. But are these in fact suitable stord&® present them with
David and Goliath, but what sort of an examplehis? Yes, it shows
how a clever youngster slays a bullying giant, ifata tale of murder,
after alll And back to Joshua, who fought the leatif Jericho, and the
walls came tumbling down (to paraphrase). It mayabeicturesque
bedtime story of trumpets and shouting, knocking wmalls flat, but

afterwards 'they killed everyone, man and womenngoand old .. they
even killed every cow, sheep and donkey. (Buhaes we shouldn't
cleanse the bible of all its horror stories. Sonagbquoted a judgment
on the URC that it suffers from 'an excess of gaste')

The panel were asked for their favourite imageezven, and there was
unanimity that it has to do with food — a banquet lass, because
banquets are, or should be inclusive, sitting roardble together, with
the food and drink being shared by all. Holy Comioanis of course a
feast. Martin Luther's image of heaven was 'a giaat of beer'. So
why would anybody want to come back to earth, thsy enjoying it
some much, and are waiting for those they knewaothéeo join them.

13



What scripture message would you send to Parlidgmémio answers
were given: that from Amos: 'let justice and fagseoll like a river', and
the Beatitudes: 'Blessed are the peacemakers'.

What is the best bible translation? Several moti@mslations received
commendations, including the New International Wers the New
Revised Standard Version, with its inclusive larggyjaand the Good
News Bible, and The Message (which Kate later deec dramatised
reading during the service she led). And the Igvible, which is more
of a paraphrase, and should be read with a mohedok version. And
finally the Street Bible was mentioned favourablyou've never heard
of it? Here's a sample from Luke 24:
'‘Crack of dawn, Sunday, the women get to the toauec Their
bags are packed with burial spices — they've ndt tirae Friday
night, and Saturday was Flyby Day. This is thsetfehance they've
had. They get there and the boulder's been shavedd side. They
go in, but Jesus' body's not there. They're stunriéthat could've
happened to it?" Next thing, two angels are lightup the whole
cave with their dazzling bright clothes. The wontahthe deck,
petrified. The angels ask, 'Why you looking in awg for someone
who's alive and well? D'you think he'd hang aroumd tomb? He's
out of here..’

Many thanks indeed to Paul Whittle, Trevor Jamiaad Kate Hackett
for giving us such a stimulating hour.

COME TO SOUTH BENFLEET FOR A CHARITY CONCERT
SATURDAY, 27 ™ June 2009 — 7.30pm (for 8.00pm)

Our local choir, ‘Cantabile’, has very kindly agdet® visit the Baptis
Church, High Street, Benfleet, to present a Sp@ogcert for Charity
There is no charge for admission but donationgegeested for bot
the ‘Castlepoint Sports Club for the Disabled’ atie Universal
Charity, ‘Independent Age’.

Light refreshments will be provided and Zena, Denand friends
from the Baptist Church will be there to welcomaiyo(Please ring
Zena on 01268 750674 for any directions and allogaif seats etc.,

—
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Just passing through...... Kate Hackett reflects on her
hectic internship in the joint pastorate

Having been approached to write an article for ¢charch magazine |
give you my offering as a student minister passimgugh ......

When | was first asked the question as to what ofggastorate | would
be interested in being attached to during my irsieimyear, | said | felt
it would be useful to be working in a multiple parsite. It had to be one
close to home so | requested a church(s) outseléathiliar territory of
the former Southend district. An added bonus forwas that | had a
chance meeting with Trevor whilst he was on sabbbhtt Westminster
College and the rest is history or should | saonysin the making!

September is a bit of a blur and seenteng time ago when | was first
introduced to the pastorate. | have to admit | Yeaidy nervous at the
prospect of working and getting to know three chuoommunities,
mainly because of remembering so many names! Tifieullly at first
was identifying who was at which church and | hawveonfess I'm still
grappling with the occasional name that escapesSod.would like to
take this opportunity to apologise if you are oridhmse whose name
has escaped me when chatting to you. It has chrtaiat been
intentional and maybe a future initiative wouldtbehave name badges!
(Because if | can be confused how is it for a visl)

Well all that aside here we are having journeyegbtioer over 9 months
and for me it has been an interesting and chaltgngiurney, one that
will hold good memories. The main challenge hass®ut learning to
manage my time effectively and equally amongstdrches, which |
have to say has not bean easy task. A phrase that springs to mind is
‘learning to juggle three balls in the air whilsalancing on a tightrope’
— maybe part of ministerial training should incaigge learning circus
skills! (Tee Hee) One of the great things abolg pastorate is that | see
you as a kind of Trinity you are ‘Three in One’!chmically you are one
pastorate but actually you have three distinctiweistries to offer in the
local community. This distinguishing factor has thee blessing to me
whilst serving and learning in the pastorate.
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It has been your individuality that has appealedn®s and the limited
time | have been able to spend in getting to knasheof you has been
extremely pleasurable. | have enjoyed all aspettsharch life that |
have been able to engage with whether just fored mterlude or on a
moresustained level of engagement. | have to thankfgothe worship
time that we have spent together and the oppoytumiteading a ‘lent
study / exploration of Hosea' group. For me it Hsen extremely
valuableto have had the opportunity to preach and lead mpren a
fortnightly basis, given that | will more than likebe preaching weekly.
These two aspects of ministry have probably beemtbhst demanding
for me. In particular getting to know what eachtloé churches like and
will accept with regards to style and content in worship hasnbe
informative. | thank all those folk who have haeé ttourage to give me
constructive comments and tips on my delivery, enohetc! | may not
have got it right for all of you but | pray thahdve managed to provide
worship that has glorified God. For it is aboutigirag and glorifying
God not all about ‘ME’ (I mean us)!

The things that | will take away and treasure tgfmut my time spent
with this pastorate are the warm welcome and tloewagement that |
have received from you all. You were prepared t@®nomp your
hospitality towards me and let me practise my nuinisn you and |
thank you most sincerely for allowing me the oppoitly to do this for a
brief interlude. Whilst we are in a ‘BAFTA’ momeat thanking people,

I'd like to thank Trevor, my support group,
the musicians / organists, the church
secretaries — or should | say ‘the 3 stooges’
and all those people who have assisted me
with and in my services. | thank you for the
copious amounts of tea & cake, the many
dinner / lunch invites and | thank you most of
all for your friendship. From someone who
was just passing through... It's been a blast
and | look forward to seeing some of you at
my ordination when the day arrives!

Every blessing for the future, Kate
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The Fellowship experience...

We visit Valentines Mansion, llford.

We wrote about Valentines in our April issue, bloe t~ellowship has

now paid it a visit, and was shown round expertig &nthusiastically

by Nigel Burch, the manager of the huge projecesiore the house and
gardens, which cost some £8 million, including aydéagrant from the

lottery fund. It was only opened to the public irbFuary (on St

Valentine's Day!) and everything is very spick apén. The accent is
on community use, for example there is a childrgame room with art

facilities, a dolls house and clothes to dressnu-uirniture has been lent
by the Victoria and Albert Museum.

The house had some interesting owners. It was towithe widow of an
Archbishop of Canterbury, who sold his sermonsay for it. Another
owner was a banker, who profited fraudulently frohe South Sea
Bubble, but kept sufficient of the money to buy &f#ines. Then there
was Charles Raymond who after beingra
ship's captain, employed others to trade with
the Far East and became very wealthy. He
used the connection to turn Valentines into a
‘cabinet of Curiosities' of birds and animals
from the East Indies. They are no longer
there of course, but the 'bird room' has| a
wonderful display of paper animals and birds,
created by a highly skilled origami artist.
Owners of the house liked to see themselves as Bramb
of the landed aristocracy, although the property bt
provide such title. As the next
best thing the final owner
Clement Ingeby however had
himself painted in a pose which
hinted at such status.

The front entrance has a splendid
arcade (porte cochere) to enable
carriages to draw up at the front
door. Two recognisable visitors are here chatting
to Nigel after the visit.
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...and we learn about the Language of the Sea

On March 13" Keith Lovell, who has been Rector of Tollesbury 30
years, returned again to Billericay to give a Ww#llk to the Fellowship
about sea shanties. He declared himself to bexEsse and bred and a
champion of the county (the northern rather thangbuthern reaches).
Keith also shared with us some bits of the 'useldssmation’ that have
lodged in his brain over the years! Among theseildewas that the
explorer James Cook was married in Barking Paristrr€h, and that the
Mayflower with its connection to Billericay through
Christopher Martin was only 180 tons, a very small
vessel. Before it began its famous voyage, it had
been a merchant ship with the East India Company,
a wine ship and a whaling vessel.

Fellowship members were encouraged to sing some
of the sea shanties (from the French word, chanter,
to sing). Shanties were working songs, sung

unaccompanied. In the days of muscle power, they
were a practical way for the ship's crew to get atonous and hard
work done. The rhythm was fast or slow dependingthan job being
done. The sea shanties reflect the hard life omcbship and for those
left at home. Drunkenness was a common probleraravhalf a pint of
rum per day was the ration. Admiral Vernon wateredown; his

nickname was Old Grog from the grogram cloak heewehence 'grog'.
Then lime juice was added, which helped preventdiwble scourge of
scurvy — and British sailors were nicknamed ‘limeys

Many phrases used on board ship have entered thisitanguage, a
reminder of how England has long been a maritimimna 'As the crow

flies' (sailors released several crows from thedbthe ship, the crow's-
nest; the birds hated flying over water and alwiagk the most direct
route to land). 'Feeling blue' (a blue flag wasnh on the ship as it
returned to port, if an officer had died on boauting the voyage).

‘Jack tars' (sailors soaked their clothing andrtpigtails in tar to make
them proof against the salt water). '3 square sh@hk ration a day was
3 meals served on square platters). 'Bed and board'
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(in the days before people had fancy tables, adoplank often served at
meal times — a company board is from the samenoagd shows the
way words are used and changed).

We wish Keith and his wife active and happy yedrsetirement from

the end of April.

Nick Christian runs the Marathon for Epilepsy Resea  rch

Many of us were pleased to sponsor
Nicholas Christian, son of Angela
and Bill, as he ran the London
Marathon

Angela has written:
Having watched the Marathon at
home on many occasions, words
cannot describe the excitement and
emotion when you see it ’live’,
especially when someone you know
is running on the day.

We are so proud of Nicholas for
taking on the challenge, motivated by
our granddaughter Rachel, who

suffers from epilepsy. The training
and the build-up to race day had

some difficult moments, but
perseverance paid off, and Nic
crossed the finishing line in 4 hour
39 minutes, a wonderfu
achievement.

We cannot thank you enough fg
your generosity in sponsoring Nick
who has so far raised just ove
£3,000 for Epilepsy Research.

=
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If it Falls :

A gripping and informative Read

| have obtained a copy of this novel, and havegquldt
in the church library for anybody to borrow it. NaD
Young, is the daughter on a former minister of this
church, Arthur Young.

It's an unusual and interesting story, not religiou a
scriptural sense, but perhaps in a humanitariasesdn
gives you an insight into the lives and problemshef
people of Guatemala during and after the civil ofathe 1990s.
Described as a thriller, it follows a journalist les seeks to discover the
truth about the murder of a Presbyterian minigtessibly at the hands
of the secretive and brutal police, and grappleth wiis personal
relationships with his girl friend and others whbommeets, and with his
own sense of guilt at having survived the civil wahile his wife and
young son didn't. Will he find the truth beforeshgense of guilt
overwhelms him?

Once you have started reading, you really wanini dut what is going
to happen. Margaret Dunn

A Different kind of Prayer Meeting

In Brentwood URC's magazine Sheila Maxey and Jémayo report on
a new twice-monthly midweek time of prayer, last#gminutes, called
Sacred Spacelt has quiet Taize music for half the time, thet tesing
silent. There are opening and closing liturgies rian-traditional
language, a gospel reading and the Psalm for tméngoSunday.

For the rest of the time, there are prayers stataound the church, to
which those taking part can move for thanksgiviegnfession and
intercession. The thanksgiving station centres han fulpit, which is
covered by a long white Sudanese cloth, bearings texch as The
heavens are declaring the glory of God'. To exptbssksgiving a
single flower can be put in the vase on the tablehe confession table
a stone can be held, then released into waterdw she letting go of
burdens and God's forgiveness. Other stations nthtigtent modes of
prayer.

Sacred Spaces held at the church on alternate Thursday egsnin
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Remembering Rene Owen

The children, grandchildren and one great
grandson of Irene Owen gathered in our church
for a moving funeral service on 8 May, before her
burial at Great Burstead, and shared with us their
memories of this strong woman of faith.

Irene, known to us often as Rene, was born in
Hackney in 1931. She married but was soon
widowed. Her mother died soon after and she had
to go out to work to support her two children, Btarand John.

Irene had no church background, and came lategdCtiristian faith,

which for her was about communicating it to thosésmle.. Indeed her
workmates would say: 'if you want to know anythadgput religion, ask
Irene’. She joined this church, but rather tharenalihg meetings,
believed that her work lay with those who did nbare her faith. We
heard revealing words from her own diary of thirs® had read and
recorded, mixed with her own thoughts: 'the worktleé church is to

make it known outside": 'everything we have isl@en from God": or

again: 'if someone is in need: | may not be ablbdlp them, but God
can." Or again the self-questioning: 'how muchmyf life is given to

others, not just friends and family?' She took nojtikng for Oxfam, and

stitched together the squares which had been madéhbrs whom she
recruited.

She was greatly loved by her family, and her grandtter Debbie
testified to the wonderful times they had with thidan, enduring their
teasing, and giving them wonderful treats — picnmgadpudding and
other goodies, and excursions on the buses.

Irene, said her son in law David in his addresaght the battle of life
(and it was surely a battle) in her own strengtid, i God's strength.

Brenda and David Powell have written to say 'thaygu to the
church for all their cards, love, care and prayer Mum, during a
long and difficult illness. We also really appreeid your support at
the funeral service. Donations to Florence Houseiglian Care

Home amounted to £150. Thank you for your gengroGiod bless
you all.’
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This section is not available on-line.

CONGRATULATIONS
To mark 60 years since he joined the Sunday Schbo
Billericay Congregational Church, as it then wasteP
Brierley brought along a couple of cakes for evagy®o
enjoy a piece at coffee time on"LMay.

FROM OUR SERVICES
On 26" April Rev. Paul Whittle brought greetings, as the
Moderator, from the Eastern Synod of the UnitedoReéd Church. He
had another message: “The Synod is you, all of*yibwbas a reminder
of the way in which members of the church all shrgether in its
mission and message. Paul took part in the QueSiime on the same
day (see elsewhere).

Kate Hackett led morning worship on™May, the last time she will
take a service with us during her internship yeHne service included a
dramatised reading from Acts 8, 26-40 about Ph#iparing the
fulfilment of Isaiah's message with the Ethiopiamnich. The young
people from ARK showed their own depiction of the&/and its
branches with us, illustrating the saying of Je$uam the true vine'.
Small cards depicting a vine were used as prayedscédy the
congregation; ARK members helped to fix them o strung across
the churchsee pictures of the monthKate will be present with us in a
final weekend on®and " June. We thank Kate for all she has given to
us in the past year and send our love and goodewifdr the ministry of
the Gospel, which she will take to a future paseora
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Public Issues Calendar

7 June Environment Sundayvw.arocha.org.uk

15-21 June Refugee Weekvw.refugeeweek.org.uk
26 June International Day in Support of VictinisTorture

(www.fiacat.org/en/spip.php?rubrique21

This calendar is produced jointly by the Baptisgthbdist and United
Reformed Churches, as a guide to churches for praye concern.
Websites are given for more information.

Praying Together
‘And | will trust in you alone, And | will trust inyou alone, for you
endless mercy follows me, your goodness will leaalhome.” This
chorus comes from a modern hymn version of thelfan23° Psalm
which speaks of God as the shepherd, who guided@angs comfort
by his presence in all the circumstances of lifeisThymn was use
recently in our church both in the funeral service Rene Owen angd
by Kate Hackett in the service she led. Chrispanple identify with
the image of the Shepherd, since Jesus declarestliita be the Good
Shepherd who knows the voice of his sheep.

|5

A Prayer for Guidance
O Lord, our guide and shepherd, we pray that yduguide us as we
put our trust in you, that you will sustain us bethen we reach th
peaks of living and when we struggle in life’s dliffities. We pray a
this time that your presence will guide our worlldat we may shar
your loving Spirit more widely in our world. Guidwmur leaders with
wisdom, as they make decisions that affect milliohgeople on ouf
planet. Bring each one of us safely home to mesfour loving
presence. Inthe name of the good Shepherd, Gdsist. Amen.

w =

CHURCH FLOWERS |
June 7 Joyce Elliott
14 Ann Mynott
21  Shirley Moult
28  Ann Elliott
July 5 Alma Hickmore
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ENDPIECE — by a member of the congregation

Holy Fire — the Spirit challenges us

It is an ancient tradition and brings great rejugci On Easter Day,
Greek Orthodox Christians carry the 'Holy Fire'nfralerusalem to
Bethlehem and to other Greek Orthodox communitiesiuding the
Christians in Athens. They believe that this mietes fire springs
directly from the 'Tomb of our Lord' itself in th@hurch of the Holy
Sepulchre — and then is taken into their lives.

The image of the Spirit burning within the

disciples of Jesus is an early one. “Were not our
hearts on fire as he talked with us on the road and
explained the scriptures to us?” pondered the two
disciples on the road to Emmaus after they had
encountered the risen Jesus. (Luke 24). A few
weeks later at Pentecost, the disciples who were
gathered together were touched by flickering fire:

“flames like tongues of fire distributed among
them and coming to rest on each one.”

Fire is a potent symbol for a young movement, as

the Christian church soon became. The flame aingéle its followers to
new ways of thinking. They were on fire and alivighvthe presence of
Jesus. As they were tested in a different kind icé + the harsh
experiences they encountered in proclaiming Jesusoal — then they
carried Jesus with them in their hearts and 'peréor great miracles'
according to the Acts of the Apostles.
It is tempting to look at these stories of theyeaHurch and think that it
was all a bit easy for those first disciples! Sbow, we may think, that
burning fire was unique to them, touched direct}ytbe presence of
Jesus's ministry on earth. But, we shouldn't ndsustand what they
did. Using modern words, the disciples went out&tuer comfort zone'.
They did not have a once and for all spiritual egree, which made
everything that followed straightforward. They fdciéhe challenges of
bringing a new message to a hostile world, butdiditeon they faced the
very human dilemmas we all know.
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The harvest or fruits of the Spirit that Paul mens in Chapter 5 of his
letter to the Galatians do not come naturally. yrbeme after long

wrestling with the other side of our human natur®$ho has not been
guilty of ‘fits of rage ... or jealousy?' The joaynof faith, for the

disciples of old or today's disciples of Jesuspng of endurance, of
keeping the faith — even when the fire of our owiriwial strength is

low and we feel tested in many ways.

Paul uses a different image to inspire us.. Itne of love: “There is
nothing love cannot face; there is no limit to f&sth, its hope, its
endurance.” The fire of faith is one that shouddphus as we live our
lives of discipleship, caring for those around usl dor the rest of the
world. People who follow Jesus, individuals and @teurch itself, need
to go beyond their ‘comfort zone' to declare tfath and to show it in
their actions. Foot-slogging up garden paths instian Aid Week is a
small test of that flame of faith.

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall at
8.00pm, as follows:-
June 4 Members Evening
11 Quilting and Quilts-new and old,
with Mary Bartlam
18 Peter Johnson — another quiz in Billericay fiow
25 A Barbecue at Peter and Pearl’'s home
July 2 Afternoon Meeting at Hillcrest Nursery —tak
on the history of Hillcrest. Tea & cakes £1.00
Coffee Morning — 16 June

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the/Aulgust
issue bySunday 14 June 2009 Articles are welcome. Plegse
speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time about anpgsal you
have.
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