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April 2011 
Welcome to our 

 Charities Table Sale 
On Saturday 2nd April 
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Pictures of the Month 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pearl Johnson stands by the two charities which the Mayflower 
Ladies supported in their Great Essex Feast. Full report – see 
pages 11 and 12 

 
 
 
Belinda Jackson welcomes John 
Kabyetsiza from Uganda to her 
Fairtrade stall at the Town 
Council’s coffee morning. Read 
what John told us about Fairtrade 
on pages 13 and 14 
 
 

 
 
 

This Month:  The Mayflower Ladies ‘Great Essex Feast’ …. 
Ugandan Wholefoods come to Billericay …. Alwyn Knight 
reports to us on the life of Palestinians in the Hebron area. 
A new Bishop of Chelmsford ….. and Nester remembered.  
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Trevor writes on: 
God of the Tsunami?  
 
He utters his word, and the ice is melted; 
He makes the wind blow and the water flows 
again. 
   Psalm 147: 18 
 

So, is that all the explanation we need for the 
wave that has devastated a large area of North-

East Japan? God, creator of the world sent the wave? Whether we are 
Christians or not, religious believers or not, many of us want 
explanations for why things happen. Scientific explanations about 
shifting tectonic plates in an earthquake-prone area of the world provide 
valuable explanations about ‘how’ such things occur but lurking in the 
background is that human desire to ask not only about the ‘how’ but the 
‘why’  of such an occurrence. Questions about ‘how’ and ‘why’ are 
luxuries we can afford since we are not the ones in the midst of this 
desolation. Did you see and do you remember the Japanese woman, 
standing in the midst of the 
wreckage, unable to 
recognise her home town 
because all of the landmarks 
had been swept away by the 
great wave? For her, I 
suppose, just trying to frame 
an answer to the ‘what’ 
precedes any about how or 
why this has happened. 
 

Christians (and others) want to know what role God plays in a situation 
like this, to say nothing of previous events in Haiti and New Zealand. 
Some of the explanations that are offered we can reject. God is not 
going about the world doling out punishment for sin in the form of 
earthquakes or other disasters. In John’s Gospel we are reminded that 
God loves the world and that “It was not to judge the world that God 
sent his Son into the world, but that through him the world might be 
saved.” (3: 16-17) Other explanations contain a grain of truth. 
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Perhaps sometimes God does send or permit suffering because it helps 
us to grow. Personal experience confirms what Saint Paul declares: 
“suffering is a source of endurance” (Romans 5: 3) and we sometimes 
emerge the stronger for a time of suffering. On the other hand 
disproportionate suffering simply destroys the person. Likewise, there is 
a grain of truth in the thought that suffering produces good, in that when 
we encounter the suffering of others we are moved to do good.  
Christians (and others) are moved to respond with generosity when 
confronted with the sufferings of others, whether with their time, their 
expertise or their money. But should I believe that God permits or causes 
others to suffer simply in order to make me a better person; that children 
should face the possibility of radiation poisoning to encourage me to 
increase my charitable giving? I don’t think so. 
 
Despite the human desire for explanation (which I share) we are simply 
not able to give a totally convincing one for why such suffering occurs. 
For Christians this should not come as a total surprise. After all, we 
know that our understanding of this world and of God’s nature is partial 
(1 Corinthians 13: 12) and that total understanding will have to wait. In 
other words we need to be humble, which is not a bad place for 
Christians to begin. What we can (humbly) offer is hope, grounded in 
the faith that God loves the world, enough to come and live here, enough 
to put things right in the end. Hope, faith and love (1 Cor. 13: 13) may 
not constitute an explanation for suffering but, lived out in practical 
ways, they do constitute a Christian response. 
 Trevor 
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR April 2011  

Saturday   2   9.30am Charities Table Sale in the Mayflower 
Hall, until 12 noon 

      NOTE: Prayer Fellowship is SECOND Saturday (again) 

SUNDAY   3 11.00am Mothering Sunday: Communion 
Service led by Rev John Hickmore  

Wednesday   6   7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen Martin 
Room 

Saturday   9   9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin 
Room, until 9.45am 

SUNDAY 10 11.00am Morning Worship led by Miss 
Margaret Hatchard  

Thursday 14 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  

Thursday 14   2.30pm   Fellowship Group in Mayflower Hall 
Reg Richardson: The Gideons 

SUNDAY 17 11.00am Palm Sunday Festival service 
including Communion, led by the 
Revd Trevor Jamison 

SUNDAY 17   5.00pm Afternoon worship at Brentwood URC 
to which our church is invited. 
Jonah 4 – Knowing better than God 

Thursday  21   8.00pm Maundy Service Meal in the 
Mayflower Hall led by Revd Colin 
Hunt 

Friday 22 10.15am Good Friday United Worship at our 
church, led by the Revd Trevor 
Jamison (Preacher: Revd Judith 
Maizel-Long) followed by the CTB 
Walk of Witness at 11.30am 
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SUNDAY 24 11.00am Easter Day Communion service, led 
by Revd John Hickmore 

SUNDAY 24   2.45pm Easter Day service at Mountnessing 
Court, led by Revd Colin Hunt 

Thursday 28 11.00am Worship at Hillhouse Court  
 

MAY 
 SUNDAY 1 11.00am Communion Service led by Rev’d 
    Craig Bowman  (see page 6) 
 

NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY – KEN WOODS 

Peggy Nesbit bequest 
You may have seen in the weekly notices that the legacy from Peggy has 
now been received.  

Peggy had been very generous to the church over the years, reflecting 
her keen interest in all things to do with our church life, and we are 
indeed very grateful for this final act of generosity. 

There will not be time at the Annual Church Meeting to decide how to 
spend or invest the money. But no doubt the April Elders’ meeting will 
decide on a review process whereby the various spending possibilities 
can be explored and presented to a future Church Meeting. 

There are many possibilities open to us. It would not be right for me to 
suggest a front runner, but here are a few ‘claimants’ that surely will be 
considered. 

· Project Facelift is the name of a scheme whereby a church arranges 
a survey of its buildings, with the possibility of a Synod grant if the 
church undertakes to carry out all the remedial work identified. In 
January, the Synod Property Officer Gordon Heald conducted a 
(free) survey of our church and Mayflower Hall. The major 
expenditure required relates to re-slating the roof over the parlour, at 
the back of the church. 

· Replacement of the church boiler, now nearing the end of its life. 
· Westminster College is seeking funds for major development that 

will fit it better to serve both ministerial training and the wider 
training needs of the denomination.                                               
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· A projector screen is being investigated that would be more suitable 
than the free-standing screen we have been using. This follows our 
acquisition of a new projector for use in worship - to illustrate 
aspects of the worship theme and project suitable images for Bible 
readings or prayer.  

· Solar panels for the Hall – this would support the ‘green’ aspirations 
that we expressed in our 5-year vision and would be a continuing 
cost saving. It would need someone to agree to act as ‘champion’ for 
the project. Such a champion would NOT be an expert in all aspects, 
but would consult with church fabric and finance specialists to make 
it happen.  

· Your ideas for spending – feel free to share these with your district 
Elder, Eric Brown our new Treasurer, or me - within the next few 
weeks, please. 

Protection policies 
The Elders recently reviewed the workings of the church’s policies on 
child protection, vulnerable adults, and health & safety.  

There is nothing earth shattering to report, but this is a good opportunity 
to remind you that, for vulnerable adults, our two representatives are 
Ann Mynott (653472) and Colin Hunt (231095). We hope that they have 
nothing to do. However, if alleged personal abuse within the life of the 
church should come to your attention, please contact Ann or Colin, who 
are there to see that appropriate action is taken. 

Flower distribution 
Muriel Lodemore and Pat Stockdale distribute Sunday flowers on the 
following Monday to sick or housebound members and friends. To most 
of us, this is an invisible service, but it brings great joy to the recipients.  
Muriel now feels that she needs to step down from this task. If you think 
you might be able to help, you may wish to discuss with Muriel or your 
district Elder, or me. It may be that you could do the distribution on a 
monthly basis or possibly more frequently. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

On 1st May our Communion Service will be conducted by the Rev’d 
Craig Bowman, now URC Secretary for Ministries.  Some of you will 
remember Craig as a member here before he entered the ministry. 
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Women’s World Day of Prayer 
We need a new representative from our church. Recent representatives 
have been Valerie Forde, Margaret Hatchard and Angela Christian. The 
task involves a couple of meetings a year, plus seeking welcomers, etc. 
and a speaker when it is our church’s ‘turn’. 
Please let Ken Woods know if you would like more information. 
 

 
The Church information table at our Charities Table  Sale, on 2 
April is in charge of Dirk Swanepoel. As well as the main church 
information, he will be glad to have from you any information leaflets 
from church organisations which may interest our visitors. So please run 
them off and let him have them in good time! 
 
Get your Painted Flowers for Mother’s Day, 3 April!  
On the vestibule table there is a box of hand painted flowers.  These 
flowers have been hand painted on pippal leaves by destitute ladies in 
India at the Banyan Tree craft centre.  A flower on Mothers Day would 
be a good idea.  A contribution of £1 per flower will be sent to Health 
Help International to keep ladies safe in a home, and teach them a craft.  
 

 

Margaret Dunn writes: To keep you up to date with what HHI is going 
at the moment, Edmund Plummer, who came to speak to us last 
year about the plight of the disabled, destitute and sick in India, has 
gone out again on the yearly visit.  Ron Prosser has handed over the 
chairmanship to Edmund, and has not gone out to India this year.  Ron 
came and spoke to us several years ago.   
The HHI container arrived safely in November at Monze and it 
contained mobility aids, warm clothing, walking sticks, an ultrasound 
scanner, the things we gave Edmund when he came, and lots of other 
useful things. 
Also I receive regularly news from Mercy Ships.  The previous year 
we had speakers come from Wales to talk about the work of Mercy 
Ships.  If anyone would like to see the bulletin please let me know. 
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Special Worship at Easter 
 

You will need little reminding of our Maundy Thursday simple 
meal and Communion  which takes place in the Mayflower Hall at 
8.00pm. Rev Colin Hunt will preside at Communion, which is a very 
meaningful lead in to our Good Friday morning worship, followed, for 
those who can manage it, by the short walk from the Methodist Church 
in Western Road up the High Street. 
 

We hold our Easter Service at Mountnessing Court , on Easter 
Sunday, 24 April at 2.45 pm.  Colin Hunt will be leading the service, and 
your support is needed to sing the Easter hymns and help in the service, 
as well as chat to the people and staff over a cup of tea after the service.  
They do enjoy having us there.  We will be taking a floral display from 
our Church Easter display, produce, as well as small Easter eggs for the 
patients.  Please contact Robin Derbyshire if you need a lift.  
  
Looking ahead:  Christian Aid Week  is coming (16-22 May) preceded 
by our Poverty Lunch on 15 May.  John Jackson will be asking you to 
help with envelope collections, and we hope everybody will make a date 
to come to the Poverty Lunch. 
________________________________________________________ 
 

A Correction to our story last month about Frank El la. 
Something got into the word processor which 
made nonsense of Pat Stockdale’s  account of 
his vigil at the doorway of Tesco.  Sorry, Pat!  
It should have read: 
 

"Just before Christmas he was to be found in 
Tesco's doorway with his keyboard and a group 
of people singing carols to raise money for 
children's charities.  I lost count of the numbers 
who shouted, 
"Hi Frank"  as they came in and then put their 
cash into the bucket." 
 

So, by way of compensation, a reminder of his 
smiling face. 
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MAYFLOWER LADIES NEWS 
As well as their successful 
event to raise money for 
the Essex Air Ambulance 
and Help for Heroes, (see 
page 10), Mayflower 
Ladies reached the end of 
their year of fundraising 
for the Remus Horse 
Sanctuary, and were able 
to hand over a cheque for 
£660. None of the 
members was more 
delighted at this than Shirley Smith, a Remus helper, pictured left of 
Pearl Johnson, who displays the cheque. 
 

 

Where did you first go to school?  This was the question 
investigated by Trevor at the service on Education Sunday. On arrival 
everybody entered the answer on a list, which was read out. For the 
record the breakdown of where these schools were was: 
 In Billericay:   8 
 Elsewhere in Essex:   6 
 In Greater London: 15 
 Elsewhere in the UK: 20 
 Abroad:  Chile and Canada, 1 each. 
Most of those whose first school is in our town are our young people, 
showing just how mobile a population our membership (and that of 
the town as a whole?) is today. 
 

 
Springwatch at the Othona Community   16-19 May  
Guided walks along the Blackwater and to the hides at Blue House 
Farm, North Fambridge led by experts from the Essex Wildlife Trust:  
evening talks:  good food:  evening prayers in the chapel of St Peter’s on 
the Wall.  Cost - £125. 
If you are interested phone either the Warden, Gail Dell on 01621 
774564 or me on 212357. Sheila Maxey  
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On Saturday evening 12th March 2011 
members of the Mayflower Ladies hosted; 
 
‘The Great Essex Feast’  at the  Mayflower 
Hall in aid of  ‘Essex Air Ambulance’ and 
‘Help for Heroes’. 
 
 

‘The feast’ was one of many held 
nationwide over the weekend. 
 
On every place setting was a list of 
soups that guests could choose 
from for their starter. This was 
followed by an extensive buffet 
main course then a sumptuous 
selection of desserts, all home-
made by volunteers and absolutely 
delicious. 

The meal concluded with 
cheese, biscuits and grapes 
followed by tea and coffee. 
Later there was a mini 
auction and a raffle with a 
large selection of prizes. 
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The Guest Speaker was: 
Dr Ian Thompson 
B.Eng.(Hons) PhD AMIMMM DIC 
Ian is a medical engineer based at Guys 
Hospital in London.  He is a specialist 
in the use of bioactive glass materials 
but has worked on a large range of 
clinical devices.  The talk was based on 
Ian’s experiences of facial repair as he 
is part of the maxillofacial 
reconstruction group.  The talk also 
covered some reconstruction work on 
soldiers and military personnel from 
both modern conflicts as well as World 
War 1 surgical techniques. 
 

Dianne spoke to Pearl a few days 
later and she couldn’t believe it 
when they counted how much 
money was raised, £620, she was 
so thrilled. 
Pearl would like to say a big 
THANK YOU to everyone who 
came to ‘The Great Essex Feast’ 
and gave so generously and also 

to thank the Mayflower Ladies and other friends who worked so hard to 
help make the evening such a success. 
A special thank you also to Ian Thompson who gave us a very 
interesting and at times moving presentation of the work he does with 
wounded military personnel at Guys 
Hospital. 
 

When Pearl handed over £310 to Essex Air 
Ambulance they were absolutely delighted 
and said this was the highest donation 
received so far.  
(We would like to thank Helen & Viv who 
took these photos at the hall!). 
 Alan & Dianne Lough 
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During 
Fairtrade Fortnight  

Billericay welcomed an 
ambassador for  

Ugandan tropical food 
products 

 
Your garden provides more 
fruits than you can eat.   
Lucky you! What do you do?  
Freeze them, bottle them, give 
them away? If you are 
producers in Uganda you want to sell them, but your customers are 
thousands of miles away. The pineapples and the bananas will not 
survive the journey, unless they are dried.  The firm Tropical 
Wholefoods and its production methods was a feature of the Fairtrade 
coffee morning in St Mary’s in the High Street, when John Kabyetsiza 
told us of the Ugandan background to this enterprise.  
 

He showed vivid pictures of the freshly 
harvested produce being transported, 200 
kilos at a time in wheelbarrows, or draped 
over pushbicycles along the muddy 
unpaved roads to the drying depot.  There 
they are covered and left to dry in the heat 

generated by the tropical sun beating down through the covers. And at 
night, the extra stored power of the sun powers light and a radio and 
television set.  An entirely eco-friendly process!  
 

Tropical Wholefoods are sold in 
this country through fair-trade 
outlets. The price we pay 
ensures, as with all fair-traded 
goods that the producers get a 
fair return for their work, and 
finances essential community 
projects such as local health centres, and a regular supply of drinking 
water. 
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Three years ago Billericay became a Fairtrade Town, and the event was 
arranged by the Council.  John was welcomed by the Chairman, Peter 
Bowditch, and the Vice-Chairman John Buchanan. John also visited the 
Fairtrade stall run by Belinda Jackson. 
 

After the presentation Ann Mynott asked John what difference 
Fairtrade had made to his family.  He replied ‘my children 
can go to school, and I can pay for medicine’. 

 
His visit was followed the next week, as 
it happened, by a Sunday service on the 
theme of Justice. Various obstacles to 
Justice for the people of poor countries 
were mentioned, including unfair trade 
rules, tax avoidance by multinational 
corporations, produce dumping on poor 
countries, and effect of high carbon 
emissions from rich countries on the 
climate of poor countries. How, in 
short, can the cumulative injustices 
represented in the top picture be 
transformed into the balance shown in 
the picture below? 
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Can we not recognise that of God in every person? 
Alwyn Knight reports to us at first hand of the inj ustices 
suffered by Palestinians in the Occupied West Bank 
Territories 
Alwyn Knight, a retired URC minister, works as a peacemaker in 
Hebron and in a village nearby, in the southern part of the Occupied 

West Bank. He has been doing 
this volunteer work for a 
number of years, alongside the 
Christian Peacemakers Teams 
there,  protecting peacefully, as 
far as he can, the almost 
defenceless population from 
increasing encroachment by 
Israelis, who are supported by 
their very numerous and 
powerful military forces. He 
sends back vivid newsletters, 
and when he is home on leave 
he speaks to groups.   

In February he both preached for us, and spoke at a meeting afterwards. 
If you saw the recent Channel Four drama The Promise, you will 
remember the authentic scenes set in Hebron, where the indigenous 
Palestinian population have their homes taken over, their freedom taken 
away, and their lives controlled by the Israeli military.  
 

In the hills outside the city the 
population, including shepherds, 
have their houses, which they have 
built for their families, bulldozed 
on the pretext that they were built 
without permission, although it is 
almost impossible to obtain this. 
Hence a shepherd in the village of 
Noor El Rajabi found that without 
notice he and his family had to 
leave his house and watch it being 
demolished.   
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The Israelis did a thorough job. 
They also demolished his water 
cistern, his only means of storing 
water for his family and his sheep, 
and then returned to knock down 
his temporary tent. His teen age 
son, who threw stones at the 
soldiers was arrested and taken 
away into unknown detention.  

Only two days later by persistent enquiry was he located in a military 
prison in Ramallah. This should be an hour’s journey, but because 
Palestinians are denied the use of main roads, it takes four hours. The 
alternative to a likely prison sentence was to plead guilty and pay a 
substantial fine which the father had to find, although it was almost 
beyond his means to do so.  
 

It takes the direct witness of a 
person with the experience of 
Alwyn, to convince us that such 
a thing could happen at the 
hands of a country which 
describes itself as ‘the only 
democratic country in the 
Middle East’. What justification 
do Israelis give for their conduct, 
if indeed they admit that these 
abuses are happening, on a day 
to day basis? 
 

Our Old Testament lesson was from Exodus chapter 3. God appears to 
Moses in the burning bush, and promises to liberate his people from 
slavery in Egypt, and to give them a land flowing with milk and honey. 
This and similar passages are used today by Zionists as justification for 
the expulsion of the Palestinians from their land.  Many observers, 
including Christians, can only watch with profound sorrow, that words 
on paper could be used in so distorted a fashion to justify a policy which 
every humanitarian principle cries out against. 
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Alwyn spoke of his conversation with a Zionist Israeli, whose constant 
refrain was to refer to a modern book which sought to defend the Jews’ 
right to take over the land. ‘Can we not put books behind us, and 
recognize that humanity comes first? ’ pleaded Alwyn. ‘Can we not face 
each other as human beings?  Can we not recognize that of God in every 
person? If you dehumanize others, you dehumanize God.’ 
 

 

As we know there is a minority of 
Israelis who recognize that 
continuing oppression breeds 
continuing hostility, and that the only 
way to bring about peace is to accept 
the rights of the other side. Some of 
the younger ones are witnessing to 
this understanding. Some of them 
even reject their duty to universal 
conscription, and speak out against 
the military occupation. There are 
also Palestinians, including Ibrahim, 
a student from Hebron, who believe 
that ‘Peace will come: why not 
now?’ as on his t-shirt. 
 

Israeli policy is to continue to build more and more settlements in the 
Occupied Territories, a process which was recently described as 
‘pouring concrete over the future’. Other governments, including our 
own, express their disapproval, but so far not sufficiently strongly to 
make Israel stop and think of the consequences for the eventual peace in 
this so called ‘Holy Land’.  Meanwhile there are things which 
individuals can do. We can visit the Holy Land, but in doing so avoid the 
usual package tours, and insist on making contact with Palestinians, and 
if possible having Palestinian guides. We can make our views clear to 
our politicians, and, oh yes, when we go shopping we can look very 
carefully at the produce we are offered, and refuse it if it is  labeled as 
coming from Israel, as it could easily have come from an illegal 
settlement in the Occupied Territories. And we can keep praying for 
peace to come in the Holy Land. 
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The new Bishop of Chelmsford 
gives a lively address to the 

Deanery gathered in Emmanuel Church. 
 

 
Bishop Stephen Cotterell is 
known to some members of 
this church  for his book ‘The 
Things he said’, which we 
studied in our small group.  
Hence great interest and 
anticipation when his 
appointment to be Bishop of 
Chelmsford was announced.  
 
We joined a good congregation on 18 March to hear him speak on Psalm 
127, verse 1: Unless the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that 
build it.  
 

Bishop Stephen declared that the Lord wants to build His house here, 
and has a purpose for us all.  You are a temple of the Holy Spirit. We are 
a gathered church, but are also sent out to build the Kingdom in the 
world. The harvest is rich, but the labourers don’t seem to realize this, 
and are locked in their barn arguing about what colour to paint the 
combined harvester.  
 

This metaphor, like all good metaphors, has all sorts of possible 
applications and we look forward to using it in some future Church 
Meeting! 
 

Bishop Stephen greeted all members of the congregation after the 
service, and the small URC contingent took pleasure in identifying 
themselves as we filed past.  Robin Derbyshire 
 
 

The Messenger 
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the May issue by 
Sunday 17th April 2011.  Articles are welcome.  Please speak 
to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any proposal you have. 
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Nester Gunda…..  
was with us for only a short time, but her faith, h er 
graciousness and her courage will not easily be for gotten.  
Margaret Hatchard told the story of her time with u s at her 
memorial service, and we reprint this below. 
 

When Nester left her home on the morning of 19 September last, she had 
no intention of entering our church. She was going to catch a bus from 
the stop outside the church. A number of our people spoke to her as they 
passed her, and she asked if we knew when the bus was due. Now 
Billericay URC is like the advert for Yellow Pages: although they did 
not know, they knew somebody who did. Knowing that she would have 
a long wait, we invited her into the church. How pleased we were when 
two weeks later Nester again came to our service, and joined us for 
coffee afterwards.  
This was my first meeting with Nester. I remember she told us that she 
loved housework and to cook. As she knew few people in the town I 
invited her to join our Monday morning small group the following day. 
She came, and so began our all too short association with the group, and 
the church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
She told us that her flat was lovely, and that her neighbours were very 
kind, but she obviously did not have many household possessions. 
Following a visit by Val and Maggi members of the congregation were 
able to ensure that she had basic kitchen equipment and bed linen. 
Members of the fabric group mended equipment and hung curtains in her 
sitting room. I shall always remember her beaming smile as she 
discovered a furry covered hot water bottle in one of the bag of goodies. 
Always she thanked God for these gifts.  
At Tuesday coffee morning she found her way into the kitchen and 
helped with the washing up, and she helped Sandra and her team serve 
refreshments at the Church Bazaar.  

What’s missing from these articles? A photo of Nester, of 
course. Our staff photographer is still feeling frustrated 
not to have had his camera with him on the Sunday when 
Nester, radiant in a multi coloured outfit, served chocolate 
cake to celebrate her birthday. But we hope these articles 
will help you to remember her. 
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We knew, because she told us, that she had been in hospital, but she 
never complained of pain. She phoned me in December to tell me that 
she was in Basildon hospital for a couple of days, where church 
members visited her.  Her stay was prolonged and she remained in 
hospital over Christmas and the New Year. I phoned her on Christmas 
morning.  Although sorry not to be in her flat she did not complain, but 
spoke of the care of the nurses and looked forward to her Christmas 
lunch. 
When she came home we were pleased to know that she planned to visit 
her daughter in South Africa. Knowing of her worries about this trip, 
many of us were thinking of her and praying for her on that day, not 
knowing that she had been readmitted to hospital.  
We knew Nester for 151 days. In that short time she touched many of 
our lives.  She always seemed so happy to be part of our congregation. 
She celebrated her birthday by sharing a lovely chocolate cake with us, 
and taking part in the All Age Service.  
Thank you, Nester.  Our thoughts are with your much loved family, and 
I hope they will know how much you were loved, and now are missed by 
this church.  
 
Equally unforgettable was her memorial service 
Margaret Derbyshire 
Monday, 28th February was an amazing and unforgettable evening in our 
church.  Two communities of faith - one Zimbabwean and the other our 
own  but both of whom had known and loved Nester - shared in an 
evening of joy and sadness as we mourned her passing.   At the end of 
her life, it was Nester’s dearest wish that she could return to Zimbabwe 
or South Africa to see her family and friends again.  Her friends in this 
country have responded to Nester’s strong faith that this would be so.  
On the evening of the memorial service the large sum needed to take 
Nester home to a final resting place in Zimbabwe had almost all been 
raised – through the generosity of her friends in this country, and so she 
was able to return home for burial. This included money raised in this 
church amounting to nearly £600. 
Through Lighthouse Global Ministries and through her own strong faith, 
Nester made many friends among the Zimbabwean community in this 
country. Some of them had travelled a long way to pay their tributes to 
her.  Eddie said Nester had had a profound effect on him. 



 21

“There was a lot to love her for and I know that she is there now, with 
the Father.”  
Conciliate said how she had found a great friend in Nester.  “She always 
had a smile.  She held on to her faith till the end, even till the last day.  
‘Jesus can do it.  God can do it,’ she would say.  We thank God for her 
life.” Conciliate led us all in singing, rising to our feet and joining in 
with clapping and swaying.  ‘There’s no one like Jesus.  I wandered 
around, I searched around, but there’s no one like Jesus.’  This was one 
of many moments where Nester’s presence was made very real through 
her friends from Zimbabwe. 
Grace had been Nester’s key worker.  “In the last month of her life, I 
saw her daily.  Her faith was the thing that stood out.  ‘I know my God, 
my Saviour’ she would say. She knew that He would see her through.  
She wanted her friends to be there at the end and they were.  Now she 
has passed this faith on to us.”   
Pastor Cecilia, previously from Balm of Gilead Church in Chadwell 
Heath, where Nester had worshipped, led the singing of ‘I’m a soldier in 
the army of the Lord’ and said that when she came to visit Nester just 
after Christmas, Nester said she had a present for her – all wrapped up.  
“That was what she was like.  She wanted to give, to help others.”  
Pastor Cecilia spoke of the words of St. Paul from Romans 8 that 
nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus.  Some of 
the Zimbabwean visitors were following the words in the Bibles they 
had brought with them. 
Trevor too used these words of comfort and promise from Roman 8 
when he also spoke.  “Suffering does not have the last word.  If we 
suffer with Christ, so we are also glorified.”  This was at the heart of 
Nester’s faith as she faced the heartache of separation from her beloved 
family and her own physical pain and difficulties with the smile on her 
face that her friends will long remember. “What a friend we have in 
Jesus” was the hymn that began the memorial service.  It closed with 
words that Nester lived out in her own life: “I know that my Redeemer 
lives.”  As we shared together in refreshments and talk, a group of 
Zimbabwean women began quietly to sing.  They were singing in the 
Shona language a traditional lament for Nester, saying a final goodbye. 
to her.  We were told that the meaning of the words was:  “If I had angel 
wings, I would fly up to heaven.”  
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N   Natural 
E   Especial 
S   Smiling 
T   Thankful 
E   Example 
R   Radiant 

 It was perhaps the most moving moment of the whole evening.  We too 
thank God for the gifts that Nester brought to us and also give thanks to 
Nester’s friends from Zimbabwe who brought Nester’s presence back to 
us in this special service.   
“Zimbabwe is a beautiful country,” one man said after the service, 
saying that he hoped to return there one day; he had lived 8 years in 
England.  We are glad that Nester’s final wish to return to her homeland 
has been made possible. 
 
The thanksgiving service had a special meaning 
for Sue Undy, wife of our minister Trevor, who 
was born in Zimbabwe, since listening to the 
singing brought back memories of her own 
childhood.   
Thanks to Val Wilkinson for suggesting the NESTER alphabet. 
 

PRAYING TOGETHER 
The story of Easter reminds us of the broken body of Jesus nailed to a 
cross, but then risen and restored to life, whose Spirit is active in our 
world today.  St. Paul spoke of the members of the church being part of 
the ‘body of Christ’.  In January, when the Churches of our town came 
together to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we were 
reminded again that churches do not speak with one voice.  The body of 
Christ remains broken at a time when Christians should be proclaiming 
together the message of God’s love to the world.  At this Easter time, 
may we – as individuals or church fellowships – speak the prayer of 
commitment used at that service: 
Lord, take us from where we are, to where you want us to be; make us 
not merely guardians of a heritage, but living signs of your coming 
Kingdom; fire us with passion for justice and peace between all people; 
fill us with that faith, hope and love which embody the Gospel; and 
through the power of the Holy Spirit make us one.  That the world may 
believe, that your name may be enthroned in our nation, that your church 
may more effectively be your body, we commit ourselves to love you, 
serve you, and follow you as pilgrims not strangers.   Amen 
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Public Issues Calendar 
Each year representatives from the Baptist Union, the Methodist Church 
and the United Reformed Church compile a calendar so that churches 
and individuals can focus on social justice and the message of the 
Gospel of Jesus in the world today. On the list are both Holocaust 
Memorial Day (27th January), which remembers the suffering of Jewish 
people  particularly in Europe last century, and also Deir Yasin Day, 
which remembers Palestinian suffering from its Nabka (catastrophe)in 
1948 to the present day. Deir Yassin was a small Palestinian village 
close to Jerusalem which was destroyed on 9th April 1948.  As we wait 
for the time when Israelis and Palestinians can live together in peace, we 
pray for both peoples. Sabeel is an Arabic word meaning ‘the way’; it 
also means ‘spring’ or ‘living water’. 9 April   Deir Yassin Day 
www.sabeel.org. 
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IN OUR THOUGHTS 
In the past month we have been thinking of 
three friends who have been in hospital for 
treatment. 
We have been very pleased to know that 
Maggi Smith’s hip replacement operation has 
gone well and that she is receiving support 
from a health support team (termed 

COMBAT) as she regains full mobility.  We send our love and good 
wishes to Maggi as she continues her convalescence. 
We send our loving good wishes to Muriel and Charles Lodemore.  It 
was good to see Charles in church again, as he makes progress with his 
leg problems.   
Mick and Margaret Dunn were very much in our thoughts as Mick 
underwent emergency surgery, after he became unwell at the end of 
February.  He is continuing to recover and we send our love to him and 
Margaret. 
We were sorry to learn from our organist Robert Little that his mother 
was in hospital following another stroke.  Our loving prayers have been 
with Robert and his brother Michael at this time. 
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THANK YOU 
A message has come from Charles Lodemore, thanking friends from the 
church for cards and flowers received during his recent time of ill-health. 
Mick Dunn has written to say that he really appreciated the card and 
flowers sent when he was so ill. “It really cheered me up to know that 
you were all thinking about me.” 
 

BIRTHDAY CONGRATULATIONS 
We send birthday wishes to Luke Jackson who will be 15 on 21st April. 
Maureen Forde celebrated a special birthday on 8th March in Northern 
Ireland. Her family from England, Valerie, Lucy and Charlotte, arrived 
for a ‘surprise’ family birthday party the following weekend – asking 
Maureen to give them accommodation!  She was delighted to see 
everyone. Other family members had travelled from Luxembourg and 
Dublin up to the north coast of Ireland where she lives. 
 

NEWS OF FRIENDS 
Ann Guyers has written to say that her family have bullied her into using 
the internet.  (Contact Margaret Derbyshire if you would like her email 
address).  Ann now lives in Burnley, but a number of friends remember 
her well.  Ann’s two girls, Heidi and Philippa, grew up in our church and 
Ann was Captain of the Girls’ Brigade for a number of years.   
Now Heidi’s elder daughter Rebekah has started at Preston University, 
studying Psychiatric Nursing.  Ann gives some news of her own 
activities in retirement; she is an active member of Read United 
Reformed Church: 
“At church I help with the Luncheon club, and on occasions I do lead the 
worship on Sunday.  I also help out at the Toddler group, run by the 
Baptist Church and I knit the birthday gifts for 2 year olds there.  I go 
along to a weekly Bible study group with the friends I have made at the 
Baptist Church.   
We at Read,  which is linked with Westbury Gardens, Blackburn, have a 
lovely new minister, Michele, who has woken us up!  So much so that 
although we are such a small church [10 members] we are going to have 
‘Messy Church’ during the summer holidays [and a long rest after the 
summer holidays!!].”  Ann writes that Philippa and her husband Ian are 
the youngest members.  We pray for Ann and this new outreach work at 
her small church. 
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NEW GRANDSON 
Congratulations and good wishes go to Carol O’Connor on the birth of a 
second grandson Harry, a brother for 3 –year old Jack, on 2nd March, 
born to Carol’s son Neil and his wife Carly.  Proud grandma Carol was 
able to show off pictures of her two grandsons on her mobile phone to 
interested church friends on the following Sunday.   
 
ENDPIECE – by a member of the congregation 
Grace comes to us at Easter:  
so let’s celebrate our vision of peace and  justice   
In Holy Week and Easter, each year Christians recall the dramatic final 
week of the death of Jesus and his crucifixion or ‘death on the Cross’.  
The life and death and resurrection of Jesus have been at the heart of 
Christian belief ever since.  Yet, individual Christians – and groups of 
Christians as well - have found different meanings in this Easter story. 
Easter is a story of ‘grace’, of God’s love poured out in Jesus, it is the 
final victory in a struggle with the forces of death and destruction.  One 
of the most prominent early Christians, St. Paul, constantly speaks of the 
‘grace of God’ and the ‘grace of our Lord Jesus Christ’.  As a Jew, Paul 
knew of the grace and mercy of God, of the ‘Lord’s favour’ bestowed on 
his people.  But Paul understands that the death and resurrection of Jesus 
bestows that ‘grace’ on all people who repent, or turn away from their 
former selves, to love and serve the Lord.  At the end of his letter to the 
believers in Ephesus, he writes: “God’s grace be with all who love our 
Lord Jesus Christ with undying love.”   
For some later followers of Jesus, this ‘grace’ brought an agonising 
sense of unworthiness.  Perhaps the most well known example is that of 
the former slave owner John Newton who had found salvation through 
the ‘Amazing grace’ bestowed on “a wretch like me”  In his well known 
hymn, he writes: “God’s grace has brought me safe thus far, and he will 
lead me home.”  
Another hymn writer, Charles Wesley, speaks of questioning and then 
finding acceptance and hope in this life and the next as he reflects in his 
hymn:  “And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Saviour’s 
blood?  Amazing love!  How can it be that thou, my God, shouldst die 
for me?” 
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In our modern age, different questions are often asked.   
Some of these were posed in an article a year ago in ‘Reform’ magazine 
by a young and controversial theologian and journalist, Theo Hobson.  
If, as early Christians writers did, we see the death and resurrection as 
the ultimate hope of cosmic transformation – a new world order – how 
can Christians proclaim this hope to our own culture.  “As I see it, the 
aspect we should focus on is the prophetic hope for peace and justice, 
the utopian vision of war and poverty abolished, of paradise regained.”   
This is a ‘vision’ that Christians need to communicate to the vast 
majority of people that don’t share it, Hobson believes.  Singing a few 
hymns at Easter is surely not good enough, he feels.  He has a practical 
suggestion to bring this Easter hope and vision out into public space.  
Protestant Christians in this country should reclaim the celebratory side 
of religion, which is strongly associated with Catholicism.  Carnivals, 
street-parties, fiestas, public art events – these are ideas that Theo 
Hobson suggests  as ways of celebrating the rich meanings of the Easter 
message for Christians and all people ready to listen to the ‘good news’ 
of God’s grace. Happy Easter, everybody! 
 

CHURCH FLOWERS 
 

 April 3 Irene Mackenzie 
  10 Mair Powell 
  17 Angela Christian 
  24 Easter 
 May 1 Dianne Lough 
 

As we will be attending a wedding in Sheffield on Easter Saturday, I 
have asked Joyce to arrange the Easter flowers and I know you will 
support her as usual on Saturday 23rd April at 9am.  Janet 
 

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall 
at 8.00pm, as follows:- 

 April 7 Members Evening-Janet Saunders Quiz 
  14 Mr Lovell-History through underground Essex 
  21 Easter 
 . 28 Tony Curtis-Andes Amazon Adventure 
 May 5 Mrs Rogers – East from Arabia 

Coffee Morning – 19th April �


