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Pictures of the Month

Hazel and John Wilkins
check with Ken the
membership register, and
Yes, Hazel really did
become a member 65 years
ago! Congratulations to her!

Christ Church Wickford hosted our Church Away Day, led by
Peter Ball, Synod Training and Development Officer.




Chernobyl children enjoy their visit to Stockbrook, sing for our
church helpers, and, take a tractor ride with Peter Brierley.

Singers Emily, Victoria, Cara, Natalie and Mia relax during the
interval of the Youth Choir Concert on 15 July, while Alea and
Anais are pictured with their Dad, Andre, and also with Beverly,
who flew over from Barbados to be there.
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“The children were tying up
wheat, barley and oats in
small sheaves. Within a
border of elderberries,
barberries and apples was
Mr. Evans’ text in scarlet
letters on a bright blue
background, ‘Enter into His
gates with Thanksgiving'. *
This is an extract from the diary of Rev Francis Kilvert in
September 1870, describing how his country congregation
decorated the church for their ‘Hay Fair’.

It's a wonderful picture of rural self-sufficiency and thankfulness
for God’s gifts, as a village in mid-Wales celebrated Harvest.
Concerns for life in the outside world and the resources needed to
maintain it hardly impinged.

Today our village is global (as they say). Christians and many

others give money, and some people work, to develop a more

hopeful and happy life in deprived parts of the world. Diseases

can be overcome. The effects of a harmful climate can be

mitigated. There is recognition even, that a greedy and luxurious

way of life in one part of the world — the overdependence on fossil
fuels for example - can harm the
life chances of people on the
other side of the world.

Commitment for Life is our

denomination’s channel to show

our practical concern for the

various inequalities which others

suffer from. This vyear it
celebrates twenty years of its existence. We've long supported it.
In October we will join the celebrations, and will have a chance to
hear some of the stories of people in less fortunate countries,
whom it has helped.



Trevor writes:

Good News: God has given us another
year to love Him and to love our
neighbour

The New Year may start officially on January
1% but in practice for many people it comes at
the beginning of September. That’s the case
for all of those who study and work in
education (which is a lot of people in this

country) and also for those involved in the life of churches (which
is still a lot of people in this country). Ingatestone URC bucks the
trend in 2012 by ending the year on October 7™ with a service
celebrating 199 years and 364 days of the congregation’s life and
witness, but that's unusual! Even for those whose work or life
does not reflect this nation’s agricultural inheritance (‘all is safely
gathered in") the end of the summer holidays is a big moment in
the year.

One thing you can be sure of is that things will not be the same as
they were last September, whether for good or ill. Church
members have a habit of informing their ministers that ‘we are all
getting older here you know’, though none of them seem to be
doing so at a rate greater than one day at a time. Also, it would be
pretty spooky to find yourself as Minister of a congregation where
no one aged a day. | don't think | like that idea. (Part of the
reasoning behind running the Emmaus course in the Billericay
congregation is to give people the opportunity to re-look at the
basics of the Christian faith, not relying on childhood memories
but seeing it anew from an adult perspective.)

The big challenge for Christians seems to be that things appear to
change in the society around us at a rate greater than that within
the life of the churches. On one level that is helpful because
churches become places where you can find some sense of
stability in the midst of a constantly changing world. On the other
hand, if we are not careful, churches become places so out of
step with their communities that they come to seem irrelevant to
the vast majority of the population, including the children, family
and friends of those involved in congregational life.
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Consider, for example, the technology taken for granted in the
school environment for learning and in the business setting, and
then compare that to what goes on (or not) in churches.
A slogan which is bandied about in Reformed Church circles goes
thus: Ecclesia Reformata, Semper Reformanda, which can be
translated ‘The church reformed is always to be reformed’. To put
it another way, ‘real’ Reformed churches are always reforming. So
a Reformed church that welcomes another September does so
ready to look at it differently to the way it did so the previous
September, because the world has changed since last
September, and it is prepared to do some things differently as a
result. Of course that does not mean everything in church life just
get thrown up in the air on an annual basis. That would represent
more change than most of us could cope with and stay sane.
At the same time there are not many things in church life that we
absolutely have to do in the way we do them today or did them
yesterday. The enduring focus on Jesus Christ, who is described
as “the same yesterday, today and for ever’” (Hebrews 13: 8)
gives us our essential stability. The business of the Church,
responding to Jesus, is to love God and to love our neighbour.
The ways in which we choose to do these things are many and
various, looking to our traditions and responding to the situation in
which we find ourselves today. And good news, God has given us
another year in which to do so.

Trevor

REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS TO END OF JULY 2012
Budgeted target for offerings for 2012 is £25,956, or £2,163 per month ,
ie. target to the end of July would be £15,141.
Total offertories (Freewill Offering envelopes [including direct credits],
plus loose offerings) received up to the end of July amounted to
£14,482.76, so we are still a bit short of our budgeted target.
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of July = £787.84.
Gift Day receipts (excluding Gift Aid, which will be claimed later)
amounted to £1,520.

The Elders thank you all for your continuing support.




CHURCH CALENDAR FOR September 2012

Saturday 1 10.00am Pastorate Quiet Day - for people
to from our church, Brentwood and
3.30pm Ingatestone URCs:
led by Revd Trevor Jamison
at Little Baddow URC

NOTE: the Prayer Fellowship will not be having a separate
meeting in September, thereby giving members the opportunity
of attending the Pastorate Quiet Day

SUNDAY 2 11.00am Communion Service, led by the
Revd Trevor Jamison

Wednesday 5 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen
Martin Room

Saturday 8 Friends of Essex  Churches
cycle ride

Saturday and 8) 10.00am} Essex Country Show at
SUNDAY 9) 5.00pm) Barleylands

SUNDAY 9 11.00am Morning Worship led by Kenton
Church  and Miss Margaret
Hatchard

Thursday 13 2.30pm Fellowship Group - Mayflower Hall
Robert Needham: Experiences as a
Town Crier

Saturday 15 5.00pm Harvest Social - Mayflower Hall

SUNDAY 16 11.00am Harvest service including all-age
Communion, led by the Revd
Trevor Jamison

SUNDAY 16 2.45pm Harvest service at Mountnessing
Court, led by Mr Peter Brierley
Tuesday 18 7.30pm Emmuas Course —week 1
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Wednesday
Friday
SUNDAY

SUNDAY

Tuesday
Friday

Saturday
SUNDAY

OCTOBER
Tuesday
Wednesday

SUNDAY

19

23

23

25
28

29

30

2
3

7

7.45pm Church Meeting in the church
7.00pm Choir in the church
11.00am Morning Worship led by Mrs

Muriel Lodemore

6.30pm Churches Together prayer service at

the Baptist Church

7.30pm Emmaus Course — week 2
9.00am MacMillan Coffee Morning in the

Mayflower Hall

National Day of Prayer at Wembley
Stadium

11.00am Morning Worship led by Peter

Brierley

7.30pm Emmaus Course — week 3
7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen

Martin Room

11.00am Worship including Communion,

led by the Revd John Hickmore

It's going to be the

Jubilee Church Bazaar

Please note in your diaries the date of
this years bazaar, Saturday 10
November. The timings and
arrangements are the same as last
year, and we have decided to have the
theme of Jubilee Bazaar, to

commemorate the Queen’s Jubilee. Please save your Jubilee
hats to wear at the bazaar and let me know if you have any
bunting or other decorations which can be used to decorate the
Mayflower Hall.
me know. There will be more information next month’s magazine.

If anyone would like a stall or to help please let
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NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY — KEN WOODS

At our Church Meeting, on 19 ™ September,
we’ll be taking stock

We'll be sharing ideas with each other on our Life and our
Mission. Our Synod has asked us, and other churches, to do this,
and we’ll welcome a guest from the Synod, Revd David Vincent,
to partner us in our discussions.

Five Elders have drafted a background paper (it's called a Mission
Manifesto) — this gives a picture of us, our strengths and
weaknesses, and our plans for the future. It has a full account of
our church life — our worship, weekday activities such as Tuesday
coffee, occasional events such as Charity Table Sale, etc. Below
is a resumeé of some key elements from the background paper:

We are on a journey, seeking after truth. We don't value
certainty for its own sake, and our worship takes various forms,
from traditional to occasions when we invite discussion. We are
experimenting with projected words and visuals that may help us
to worship.

Our young people, ( ARK), who attend regularly on Sunday
mornings, are now of an age when they can leave during worship,
and run their own programme in the Kathleen Martin Room,
without supervision.

We look outward: Our Minister led a series during Lent
reflecting on our welcome to newcomers. Looking beyond our
own country, and at least twice a year, we focus on world events
and issues, such as the effects of poverty and injustice.

We are trying to strengthen ourselves where we are weak.
Loving relationships and meaningful worship are a strong feature
of our life. So said the Natural Church Development survey we
took part in some time ago. It also said we are not so strong on
spirituality, evangelism, and nurture using small groups. So since
then we have developed our small groups from one to four groups
(see news on them elsewhere in this issue).
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We have introduced open prayer in worship, and have reflected
on the power of prayer through the Vision4Life programme. We
have introduced Emmaus courses, led by our Minister, for those
seeking to understand the Christian faith better.

Our 5-year Vision for new growth and development — which
Church Meeting adopted in November 2008 — is explained in the
Manifesto.

What biblical passages especially inspire our missi on? Our
Elders were asked this question, and the passages they
highlighted can be summarised as: calling us to worship God our
Creator, and Jesus our Saviour; calling us to repentance, to love
our neighbours, to do justice, to spread the Gospel message, and
to use our gifts, guided by the Holy Spirit. (The passages are
listed in the Manifesto.)

What resources do we have? Plenty! We have a depth of lay
experience in a variety of areas, such as children’s work, craft,
music, drama, administration, fabric work, chairing and facilitating
meetings. But those possessing each of these skills are small in
number. Several members are skilled in taking services. We
have an excellent magazine and website. Our Fabric Group
keeps our church buildings in excellent condition.

What does God now call on us to improve and develop ?
Families no longer set aside Sundays as a day of worship.
People go shopping, and sport, especially for children, and other
leisure pursuits, compete strongly with churchgoing. There are
also many weekday claims on time. In matters of faith some
people are more attracted to churches offering certainty than to
our more enquiring approach. Our programmes and the
presentation of our message have to find ways to adapt to these
factors.

Looking to the future:  we want to grow in numbers and in our
witness and service to the community. We will also continue to
witness to the causes of justice, and to the call to the stewardship
of God’s creation.
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We continue to explore new ways of worship and spirituality. The
Emmaus course and our small groups are channels to widening
the church community. We need to meet those outside the
church in new ways, including sharing the Gospel better with the
younger generation. Regular and frequent prayer, both privately
and in meetings and public worship are needed.

If anyone from the congregation would like to see the full
14-page Mission Manifesto, please see Ken.

Calling Cakebakers! On Sunday 14 October we will be
celebrating twenty years of ‘Commitment for Life’, and we’ll be
cutting a Anniversary cake. (To make sure everybody in the
congregation can have a slice, we will have several). Could you
bake one of these cakes, please? You'll receive a recipe for
Honey Nut and Fruit 7 inch round cake, using Traidcraft
ingredients. The cost will be refunded. Margaret Hatchard will be
pleased to receive your offer. Let’'s bake!

Our guest will be Chris Wright, who comes to us with much to tell
about his years living in Zimbabwe. Details next month.

Elders are concerned about the situation which can arise if a
person at worship is taken unwell - and there is no means of
contacting an adult relative. This could be the case whether or not
an ambulance has to be called. So they have decided to prepare
a list to which all concerned are invited to volunteer relevant
details. It will be compiled by District Elders and kept with the
Church and Hall first aid boxes, out of public view.

The details requested will be the contact’'s name, the relationship
(which may not be obvious from the name), address and
telephone number (Landline or mobile). All this will be purely
voluntary. In many cases the identity of the ‘relevant adult’ can be
inferred - but we would still like the other details, just in case!

One of your Elders may therefore approach you to ask if you want
to provide information for the list.
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Can you help HHI, once again?

| receive Tidings (news of what is going on) and Health Help
International Prayer Partner Topics regularly from HHI, and if
anyone would like to have information please let me know.

There will be a container going out to Zambia again this year, and
the kinds of things they are asking for are:

Wheelchairs, arm crutches, walking sticks and tri-
walkers

Incontinence pads and sanitary towels

Blankets and sheets

Marigold rubber gloves and hand soap

Plasters and dressings

Paracetemol tablets

Low energy light bulbs

Footballs, tennis balls, skipping ropes, frisbees and kites
New toys, knitted brown dolls and male

‘football player’ dolls

Child buggies (for use as infant wheelchairs)

Knitted child jumpers

Manual sewing machines and knitting machines (in
working order)

School stationery (pens, pencils, exercise books, paper,
rubbers etc)

GCSE and A level revision guides (maths, sciences and
English only)

| am hoping to go to their Headquarters in Newport mid
September with items for the next container, so if anyone has
anything they would like me to take please contact me, and thank
you in advance for anything you can contribute.

Charles and Muriel Lodemore have pointed out to me that when
shopping with some shops on the internet you can state a charity
that could benefit from your doing so — i.e. the shop contributes to
that charity. Their daughter has raised quite a large sum for HHI.
For more details please contact them.

Thank you, Margaret Dunn
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On 15 July several of us called in on the interesting Church and
Village exhibition mounted by our friends at Ingatestone to mark
their 200" Anniversary. The poster below marks the opening of
its permanent building in 1840. The church looks to the future in
the meeting announced below:

Churches with a History Looking to the Future
Saturday 6" October at 3.00 p.m. at Ingatestone URC
Led by Revd. Dr David Cornick,

General Secretary, Churches Together in England

The church is inviting people of local churches, both URC and
ecumenical partners, firstly to celebrate the
fact that our churches have a history and then
secondly to explore what our stories might
look like in the days ahead.

We are delighted that David Cornick has
agreed to lead the exploration of this theme.
Currently General Secretary of CTE, David, a
URC Minister, was previously General
Secretary of our denomination. A Church
historian, David has also served as Principal
of Westminster College, Cambridge, and prior
to that worked in pastoral ministry and as a church training officer.

We are confident that this rich combination of knowledge and

experience will enable David to lead and inspire us on the day.

Churches with a History is at 3.00 p.m. and will be followed by a
celebratory afternoon tea for all the participants.
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We’ll be hearing more about our Small Groups during our
services on 2 "™ and 9™ September: meanwhile here’'s a
reminder of what they are doing, which comes with a n
invitation to join them.

Monday morning group

We meet in the Kathleen Martin Room on alternate Mondays,
beginning with coffee at 10.30, and finishing about 12.00.
Currently we are ‘meeting’ Old Testament characters, using a
Scripture Union book. We are discovering that Old Testament
events can have similarities in our lives today, and we are
challenged to consider our reactions to these events.

Margaret Hatchard 652555

Tuesday evening group

Our church Emmaus Course is being held each Tuesday from
18" September. Dennis Jordan, 623554

Wednesday afternoon group.

The group meets on the second Wednesday of each month,
commencing on 12 September, from 2.30-4.30, at Lee Mount,
Stock. We follow ‘Handing on the Torch’, a course for enquiring
minds’. (See also visit to Little Baddow on page 20)

Peter Brierley, 840366

Thursday evening group

The Thursday group meets once a month at 58 Norsey View
Drive, usually on the 3" Thursday at 7.45 pm. We shall be
meeting again on 20" September. We shall be looking at ‘The
Nail' by Stephen Cottrell which tells the stories of the various
people who played a part in the final few hours of the life of Jesus.
| shall be ordering copies of the book shortly and would be happy
to do so for anyone who would like to join us.

Margaret Derbyshire 651689

MACMILLAN COFFEE IS ON FRIDAY 28 ™" SEPTEMBER

This is your invitation to our 16" MacMillan Coffee Morning. To
be held at the Mayflower Hall from 9am to 12noon. Through our
previous 15 events we have raised over £3,500 for this vital
service. Last year, which was their centenary, we had 60 people
for coffee (and tea) and raised £204. Please come and bring your
friends so that we can better both figures in 2012.
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We talked about ageing at our Church
Weekend, but did we realize....

‘Hey, it's me you're talking about !’
writes an ‘invisible’ white-haired ‘over 70’
who’s now seen as a problem.

| never expected to get old, or to be part of a
‘problem’. You don’t seem to notice that I've
still got a bit of go in me, even though | flag more easily. | don't
do full-time work any more but | am still very busy. Some of my
friends collect their grandchildren from school. We are the
mainstay of the ‘voluntary sector’, keeping many small community
organizations going — including churches.

Stop lumping us all together as an ‘ageing population’. We are
individuals, with memories and histories — and minds too! Some,
though not all of us, older people have been very fortunate in our
retirement years. We are grateful for the NHS, which has kept us
going, but we also remember the hardship suffered in pre-NHS
days by ordinary people. We don’t really want to work longer so
that young people do not have a chance to start their own
careers.

We are part of the church community
that cares for one another in sickness
and in health and in old age too. We
have space — at times! — to reflect on
our own and other people’s spiritual
needs. Along with our friends there, we
find comfort in the hopes and promises
of our Christian faith — and we are not
afraid of death. Yes, perhaps we could talk more about these
issues of getting older, of living and facing the inevitable end of
living. We know we often leave it too late to talk to our families
about what troubles us — the unfinished agendas, the need to
come together.
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Can the church be a place where we talk more openly than our
society allows us to do about these matters? Can we live out the
faith that all are one in Christ Jesus; we are all valued equally,
whatever our age? Can we deepen our spiritual pathways as we
get older? After all, we have a lifetime of experience to draw on!

My Training Schedule

by Lillie Houlton

| have to be very dedicated to my swimming as
| have to go to bed early so | will be able to
swim in the early mornings. | can’t miss
sessions unless | have to, if 'm ill or if I've had
a swimming gala the day before. If I miss one
week of swimming training then it would take
me two weeks to get back to where | was. |

also have to make sure | do my homework as soon as | get home
from school as | am swimming on 3 evenings a week.

When | go swimming, before | start | have to do some stretches to
make sure | don’t get a cramp and to warm my muscles up.
When | get into the water | have to do a warm up of around 1000 -
1200 metres and then | start training. When | train this is to get
my technique right and to improve my speed.

When it comes to galas | have to eat the right foods which means
| can’t have sweets or too much food, | always have pasta for my
lunch and can eat one piece of jelly 30 minutes before | race. |
also have to drink lots of water.

When | want to improve something or need to | would get told by
my coach and they would help me to change my stroke. There are
lots of technical things to learn for every different stroke, diving off
the blocks, turns and finishing the race. | have to count my strokes
to know how fast | am going in longer races and also to know
when to turn when I'm swimming backstroke. My main goal at the
moment is to get a county time so | can swim at the Essex County
Championships next year.
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The young lady in the centre of this picture is Daisy Fisher, being
crowned Billericay May Queen in 1930, and the girl on the right of
the picture, with the mischievous look on her face, is her eight
year old sister Ivy, now Ivy Harvey of the Methodist Church, who
has been worshipping with us recently. We had a fascinating chat
about her upbringing in the town, as a child of a hardworking
family who had moved out from London.

“My mother and father were shopkeepers in Leytonstone, but
moved out to Essex in 1926, during the depression, hoping to
make a better living. Dad wanted to open ‘a café in the country’,
and we went first to Wickford, but there were few customers there,
so we moved to Billericay and opened a teashop at the top of still
unmade Crown Road, opposite what was the busy market, now
the Festival Gardens. We sold cut price sweets which we got from
friends in the trade in London, but we soon expanded to become
a general store, selling groceries, tobacco, chinaware, ice cream,
everything! | was just three, but even | got to serve in the shop
when a customer came in for tobacco while my mother was busy
with somebody else. And from the age of six, | was sometimes left
in charge, in place of my older sister. All the water we used in the
café had to be fetched, as no water was laid on.
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Business was so brisk that we opened a café, which we called
Hiker's Halt, at the corner of Western Road and Stock Road
(where until recently Twolyns hire shop stood). From 8am it
catered for gas fitters and then for shopworkers and other
workpeople. It had a snooker table operated by putting twopence
in the slot, and was a popular venue in the evenings for young
people, who found the pubs too expensive. The café had a very
snappy advertising jingle:

"The Hiker’s Halt has got one fault,
it is so low on prices.
Pop in and meet old Len and Beat,
and try their lovely ices!’

The Crown Road shop (pictured above) was demolished as part
of the scheme to build a by-pass road from Bell Hill along Chapel
Street, to join Stock Road, which never materialised. (This was
the road which would have taken a slice of land from the front of
the Mayflower Hall, which our former minister, Jim Wilkinson
spoke against at the enquiry.)

In 1926 the new Methodist church was opened in Western Road.
The builder was the father of my friend Eva Powell, now Eva
Wood, and it was replaced by the present building in 1968.
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| was an enthusiastic member of the Sunday School, and we were
taught to sing by my Dad, and also by Renee Powell, a gifted
local pianist and musician. Neither of my parents ever went to the
church services, but they strongly supported the children’s work
there. Mother made clothes for the concerts, and later we held
church garden parties in our Potash Road garden.

| went to school in Laindon Road,
of course, but my family expected
me put in a lot of hours in the café,
especially when my sister got
married and had a child to look
after. After | left school at 14 |
wanted to become a dressmaker
like my mother, but this didn’t
happen, as | was needed to work
in the café. But | got so fed up with
this that one day | rebelled and
jumped on the bus to Warley, and
got a job at the Ilford factory there,
at 14 shillings a week. | stayed
there for eight years, all through the war, making film for the gun
cameras, and finished up as a Senior Girl. Life for us girls was
quite enjoyable in Billericay during the war, keeping company with
the soldiers who were billeted there. We got to know them a bit,
but after three months they were moved on.

One day a new girl turned up at the factory. We looked down on
her at first as she was from London, and swore a lot, but we
became friends, | taught her not to swear, and it was she who
introduced me to my future husband Bert, who came from a very
poor family of ten living in an overcrowded house in Canning
Town. He had a grin like George Formby, but without the ukulele!
Although he had lost the use of one eye, and had injured his legs
in an accident while serving in the army, he saw war service in
Africa.
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We got married after he was demobbed. He was a very practical
man, and always helpful to everybody. He got a job as a printer
for the Daily Telegraph in London, working at nights. My sister
had married Fred Jackson, who owned 20 acres of land north of
Potash Road, where he kept chickens, and | got involved in
minding them, grading the eggs, and
closing up the sheds at night. From
Fred we bought a plot on Potash Road,
and Fred built our bungalow on it, one
of a row of 18 bungalows in the road.
Later | worked for the hospital League
of Friends, and became a great friend
of Peggy Nisbet.”

The mischievous look on the face of the
eight year old Ivy is still with her today,
and we thank Ivy for letting us hear her
interesting and vivid reminiscences.

Footnote: Eva Wood'’s father, who was a prime mover in building
the first Methodist church, was Edwin James Powell. His first skill
was as a stone mason, and it was he who carved the memorial to
the Mayflower Pilgrims on the wall of our church.

On Saturday 8 September - the church will be open on the
occasion of the annual Friends off Essex Churches cycle ride,
now known as ‘Ride and Stride’.

Harvest Social — Saturday 15 " September.
As part of our Harvest celebrations a social evening has been
arranged by the ‘Friday Badminton Club’, in the Mayflower Hall, it
will take the form of a quiz, music from the Church Choir and a
surprise game!!

Bring some food for the pooled tea, the evening starts at 5pm.

22




‘A tissue thin place between earth and heaven’

Ann Guyers writes about her memorable stay on lona

Well, I'm now home from my time on lona, in body if not in spirit!

It was the most wonderful experience. The island has a magic
which has worked on me! The concepts and ethos of the lona
Community are just what a Christian Community should live by. |
don't say they have perfected it, but they try very hard to live by
working for Justice and Peace, accepting everyone for who they
are and supporting the weaker among us.

| worked in the housekeeping team at the Macleod Centre. There
were four of us in the team and we were all in our 66th year! The
Resident Staff must have wondered what the heck they were
going to get out of us, when we arrived in mid March. The Grey
Brigade!! In fact we all gelled really well and got along in and out
of work and worked extremely hard for 7 and a half hours on 5
and a half days a week. (I lost a total of 35 Ibs during my stay!)

18.
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In March when we got there, the pub only opened for 2 hours a
week (9-11pm on Thursdays) and the Spar shop, the only food
shop on the island, only opened 10-2pm Mon-Fri.!

In April things started to look up. The Spar opened 9-5 daily, the
pub opened every day and the
Community shop and the other three
gift shops also opened..We were in
business.

Guests arrive on Saturday afternoon
and stay until 9am on Friday. They
sometimes come to share in 'Gathering
Place' sessions run by the Community,
about lona and Celtic music, religion,
Celtic crafts and art, as in the book of
Kells, thought to have been partly
written on lona and now in the Library of Trinity College, Dublin.

Or they can come to use the facilities and bring their own
speakers. While | was there the Palestinian group Saabel met for
an international consultation, and were led by Naim Ateek and Dr.
Mark Braverman, an American Jew who speaks out against the

unconditional American backing of Israel. *

There were two services a day in the Abbey, at 9am and 9pm and
even if you were working you were able to down tools and attend
the Abbey Service. | was privileged to lead the morning service on
Tuesday 22nd May...a date | won't forget!

The island has clear azure seas and white sandy beaches where
you can, as | did, spend the day alone. The night sky is wonderful,
you feel you can reach up and pluck a star from it, no trouble, it's
so clear. They say that the place between earth and heaven is
tissue thin on lona and it is, but you won't fully appreciate what
that means until you have visited the place.

This isn’t just my fancy: everybody who's been feels the same
about lona.
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My experience can't have been too bad, as I've applied to return
there next March. | feel | have 'unfinished business' there. It was a
bit like childbirth, very painful physically, while you’re going
through it, but what a gift you have when it's all over!

If you haven't been to lona | strongly recommend it. It's expensive
to stay with the community, in fact it's expensive to stay anywhere
on lona, but even a day visit from Oban would be worthwhile.
What about a Church Week Away — a good team building
experience?

Ann sends her love to all at Billericay from her and her girls.

* Sabeel is a Christian liberation theology centre in Jerusalem,

which works peacefully for the liberation of Palestine from Israeli

occupation. While meeting on lona, they issued a joint appeal,

calling for:

1. Churches to challenge how the bible has been used to justify
oppression and injustice.

2 Christians to go on only those pilgrimages which give an
opportunity to meet and listen to Palestinians.

3. Christians to press governments and the European Union to
demonstrate a commitment to justice for Palestinians, and the
security for all people.

350 years ago, in 1662, Nonconformist Ministers wer e
ejected from the Church of England. Little Baddow URC are
hosting an exhibition marking this historic split between the
established and the independent traditions in this country.
Displays are not just about Little Baddow church, but include
examples from Billericay, Brentwood, Hutton, Ongar and Maldon.
The overall theme is “How changes in churches have affected
communities in the last 350 years”.

Members of the Wednesday House Group will be visiting the
exhibition on Wed 10 October, meeting at Little Baddow at
10.30. Others are welcome to join them, but there is limited room
for parking, so car sharing will be needed: please see Simon
Mynott to arrange this.

There are leaflets on the Vestibule Table to take home.
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Texas Bar Owner sues Church over lightning
strike

A bar in Mt Vernon, Texas began
construction on an expansion of their
building, hoping to “"grow" their
business. In response, the local
Southern Baptist Church started a
campaign to block the bar from
expanding - petitions, prayers, etc.

About a week before the bar's grand re-opening, a bolt of lightning
struck the bar and burned it to the ground! Afterward, the church
folks were rather smug - bragging about "the power of prayer".

The angry bar owner eventually sued the church on grounds that
the church ... “Was ultimately responsible for the demise of his
building, through direct actions or indirect means.”

Of course, the church vehemently denied all responsibility or any
connection to the building’s demise.

The judge read carefully through the plaintiff's complaint and the
defendant’s reply. He then opened

the hearing by saying:

“I don’t know how I'm going to decide
this, but it appears from the
paperwork that what we have here is
a bar owner who now believes in the
power of prayer, and an entire
church congregation that does not.”
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‘ CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

BEREAVEMENT

A celebration for the life of Paul Hunt took
place on Monday, 13" August at Hutton
and Shenfield Church, following a family
funeral service. Paul, son of our friends
the Rev. Colin and Mrs. Beryl Hunt, was
due to be married in September. We send
our love and deepest sympathy to Colin
and Beryl and Sharon, Paul’s fiancée, and other members of the
family in their great loss.

Doreen Hopcraft has written to thank everyone for their support
at the memorial service for her husband Ken. Over 150 people
attended Ingatestone URC on that occasion and £1,100 was
raised in donations towards charities dear to Ken’'s heart. Doreen
says she plans to move to Nottinghamshire to be near her
younger son, Alan. Both Ken and Doreen shared their faith and
commitment for many years in the wider communities of
Brentwood and Ingatestone.

Kathryn Corlett has written to thank friends from the church for
their prayers and support to herself and her family at the time of
her father’s iliness and death.
We continue to remember all these friends, and others known to
us, with our love and prayers.

IN OUR THOUGHTS

A number of friends have been in our thoughts over recent weeks.
Dianne Lough now has the plaster off her broken arm and is
exercising it carefully. We send our love to Dianne and Alan.

Roy Kent has had a pacemaker fitted and we are thinking of him
and Jenifer. The Kent family has generously made a donation to
the church in memory of Jenifer's late brother. Discussions are
progressing with Alan Lough (our Fabric Steward) as to a suitable
use of this gift.
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CONGRATULATIONS

A bouquet of flowers and a card were presented to Hazel Wilkins
on 15™ July to mark 65 years of membership of our church. We
send our love to Hazel and her husband John, thanking them both
for their dedication to the life and witness of the church. Hazel has
written: ‘Thank you for the card and beautiful flowers | received
celebrating my 65 years as a member of the Church, it was a
lovely surprise.’

BIRTHDAY WISHES

Cards and good wishes were sent to Ivy Harvey and Rachel
Stenhouse who each celebrated a ‘special’ birthday in August and
also spent holiday time with their families.

Eva Woods has written to thank the church for its welcome when
she comes to join us in worship. Her links to the Methodist
Church, which her father helped to start in Billericay in 1924,
remain very strong. Eva says that her husband and parents in
law were members of our own church in earlier days. We send
our loving greetings to all who share with us in the joyful worship
and witness to our lord Jesus Christ.

OLYMPIC NEWS

One of our oldest members, Robert Elliott, was among those
whose hands shot up in answer to the question posed on 29" July
by Simon Houlton ‘Who stayed up till the end of the opening
ceremony at the Olympics!. Lillie Houlton, herself a keen
swimmer, proudly showed off her t-shirt signed by Tom Daley
when he came to Essex prior to the Olympics.

We also welcomed Mr. and Mrs Clark from Bovey Tracey in
Devon to our service on 12" August — they were staying on a
caravan site at Barleylands and visiting the Olympics.

GOOD TO SEE YOU AGAIN, LEAH AND
JACK Two of Maggi Smith’s grandchildren,
Leah and Jack, joined us on 12" August. At
coffee, they donned doctors’ coats and
offered to treat anyone e.g., John Hickmore,
who needed medical attention!

N
®
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Joyce Elliott writes:

‘I would like to share with
friends in the church a
photograph of my
granddaughter - Alison who
married Paul in June. | was
able to be at Alison’s
wedding at Greenwoods in
Stock. The following month
my grandson Matthew

married Lani in South Africa.
and | shared in Matthew's wedding with another grandson via the
laptop! Both weddings were very special and | felt very much a
part of them both.’

INDIA — AND STOCKBROOK NURSERIES

The Fellowship group has continued its varied programme. In
July Dennis Jordan gave an interesting talk with slides about his
visit to the ‘Golden Triangle’ area of India. In August, Peter
Brierley’'s home at Stockbrook Nurseries was the venue for a
garden afternoon — on a beautiful summer’s day.

The Fellowship group is open to anyone who would like to join it —
usually on the 2" Thursday in the month at 2.30 pm in the
Mayflower Hall. Recently, we have welcomed some ladies from
Albion Court as well as friends from the Tuesday Coffee Morning.
Contact Charles on: 651535 for more details.

A DIFFICULT QUESTION POSED

When Peter Brierley led worship on 8" July, he had promised the
young people that he would try to answer one of their questions.
It was a hard one: “Why does God demand the death of so many
people in the Old Testament?” Peter thanked the young people
for their question — even if answering it was not easy!

Peter spoke later in that service of the Street Pastors Scheme in
Billericay, due to start shortly — Christians from the town ‘going out
two by two, like the disciples of Jesus did’ to be a helpful
presence on Friday and Saturday evenings.
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CHANGING SCHOOLS

Our best wishes to Cara Houlton and Jasmine Rees who will both
be moving to Secondary school in September. We hope you both
enjoy your new schools and the friends you make.

BETHLEHEM TODAY

In a few weeks’ time, we will begin to think about the birth of
Jesus in a little town called Bethlehem a long time ago. However,
Bethlehem is a real Palestinian town today and it is facing difficult
problems. Jean Harrison is a teacher and a member of a Baptist
church in London; last year she went as an Ecumenical
Accompanier to Bethlehem and nearby Tuqu’ (Biblical Tikoa,
home of the prophet Amos).

Jean has put together a graphic little booklet of ‘diaries’ of her
time as an EA. | have a limited number of copies (but could order
more from Jean) which | will be selling for £5.40 with proceeds
going to the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine
and Israel. EAPPI is supported by the World Council of
Churches, and also by CTBI as well as individual church
denominations in this country.

Do support this withess for peace with your prayers — and by
buying a copy of Jean’s booklet. Then pass it on to someone
else! Margaret Derbyshire

Public Issues Calendar
This calendar for reflection and action by churches and individuals
is produced by the Baptist Union, the Methodist Church and the
United Reformed Church
1 Sept-4 Oct Creation Time www.ctbi.org.uk; www.ecen.org
9 Sept Racial Justice Sunday www.ctibi.org.uk
16 Sept Peacemaking Sunday (International Day of Prayer for
Peace — 21 Sept) www.jointpublicissues.org.uk

Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the October
issue by Sunday 16™ September 2012 . Articles are
welcome. Please speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time
about any proposal you have.
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Praying Together

September is the month of Harvest — a time for rejoicing in the
fruits and bounty of nature. It is also for many people, especially
young people, a time of new beginnings and change. Jesus often
spoke of God’s harvest in the world as part of the ongoing rhythm
of life. Let us pray for his presence with each one of us as we
move forward into the autumn.

Lord, we give thanks for the richness and beauty of our world at
this season of harvest. Renew us with your power so that
whether we are young or old, we will be ready to face new
challenges in the coming year. Guide us by your Spirit as we live
out our daily lives. In the name of Jesus, our Lord. Amen.

ENDPIECE — by a member of the congregation

The stark agenda of the Hunger Summit

World food prices up 1% and 18 million go hungry

In the last few weeks, a couple of old friends have been staying
with me. Of course, we ate a little more food than usual and
consumed more water (through extra showers etc.). We were
fortunate to be able to do so. Perhaps at Harvest, it is time to look
at the world through a different perspective

Bread and water are the minimum food staples that sustain life.

In August, in our services, we have been reflecting on the way
Jesus shared the spiritual gifts of ‘food and water’ that come from
God. But he would also have known, as we do today, that people
cannot do without physical ‘daily bread’ and water. One Christian
writer, Kenneth Bailey, has said that the ‘fear of not having
enough to sustain life, can destroy the human spirit.’

This year's severe drought in the United States affecting its grain
production is likely to create food shortages and so push up prices
for more of the world’s poorest people. If you are already ‘just
getting by’ you are pushed into real hunger. Oxfam estimates that
with every 1% increase in food prices another 16 million go
hungry.
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On the final day of the Olympics, our Prime Minster David
Cameron hosted a two hour conference of world leaders - a
‘Hunger’ summit. Shortage of food stunts the growth and
development of young children and destroys communities. Will
the Olympics provide a ‘legacy’ in this area? Mo Farah has
earned Olympic gold for Team GB in athletics. Now he aims,
through the Mo Farah Foundation, to help his own people in
Somalia - a desperately poor country in the Horn of Africa.

Each year the UN sponsors World Food Day - this year it will be
on 16™ October. Christian Aid says in its current Prayer Diary:
“This autumn we hope to draw the public’s attention to the
structural causes of hunger in our world and what can be done
about it. Both are opportunities for us to pray the Lord’s Prayer
with fresh insight and urgency: to pray that God will provide an
unceasing supply of bread for all those who go hungry today —
and deliver us all from this fear that destroys the human spirit, the
fear of not having enough.”

CHURCH FLOWERS

Sept: 2 &9 Vacant Sept: 30 Ivy Harvey

16 Harvest Oct: 5 Ann Mynott

23 Margaret Hatchard
| am very grateful to Joyce who will be looking after the arranging
of flowers for our Harvest Festival Service on Sun 16™ September,
as | will be on holiday. She will be pleased to receive gifts of
flowers at the church on Sat 15" Sept at 9.30am. If you can help,
or have any queries, please see Joyce. Thank You, Janet.

Mayflower Ladies will meet each Thursday in the Mayflower Hall
at 8.00pm, as follows:-
Sept: 6 Members. | wentto? For my holidays
13 Members: What was your most memorable part
of the Jubilee or Olympic Games?
20 Members: Mystery Tour of Essex
: 27 Mrslves. Pewter & Copper repouse work
Oct: 4 Alan Lou%h. Slides of Australia
Coffee Morning — 18 " September
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