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Inducted as Elders on Easter Day

Ken Woods, Angela Christian,
Maggi Smith and Kenton Church

What's going on up there?
See page 4.




Members choose Elders (see previous page) for their gifts and
talents and for their understanding of what God wants his church
to do. They have an important role to play, and we were fortunate
at Easter when this group of four members accepted a call to be
inducted as elders for the next three years. Each has a pastoral
list of members to look after.

Angela Christian keeps in regular and sympathetic contact with
many members, and with those we do not often see at worship.
She makes sure that the news and needs of the Mayflower
Ladies, and Tuesday Coffee Morning are known. She was
recently appointed chair of the Fellowship, where she is
responsible for its monthly programme.

Kenton Church has contributed his dramatic skills, both acting
and script writing as a feature of many of our Sunday services. He
regularly conducts Sunday Worship, and uses his technical
knowhow to maintain good audibility in our services. He works
with Ken Woods on the recent introduction of projected words and
images in our services. He is nominated as our Champion on the
CTB Street Pastors project.

Ken Woods is also our Church Secretary, efficiently co-
coordinating all aspects of church life, so that everything is able to
run smoothly. As we think about the direction we should be taking
in the future, Ken clearly presents possible ways forward and
guides our decision making.

Maggi Smith As this is her first term as a serving Elder, Maggi
was ordained as an Elder, as well as being inducted, She is
respected as a friendly and wise fellow member with a shrewd
understanding of what it means to live a Christian life. She has a
strong belief in the workings of the Holy Spirit. Her beautiful
homemade greetings cards bring pleasure to many people.

The full list of current serving Elders is found on page 32 and we
thank them all for their willingness to serve and promise them our
support



On 20" April, Paul Fox, a
member of a Southend
Church was one of 33
people who abseiled down
the tower of Ingatestone
Church  on behalf of
Christian Aid.

This picture gives you the
authentic giddy feeling!

Paul thanks those,
including some of our
congregation, who

sponsored him, and
expects to have raised
over £650!

Mountnessing Court has mercifully thrown out the ol d piano
which Betty Davis played for our services there. E  verybody,
including Betty, judged this keyboard, borrowed fro m the
Kathleen Martin Room, a great improvement.
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The Mayflower Ladies on their
Charity Fundraising campaign,
organised a lunch in aid of this
year's Charity, ‘Clowns in the

Sky’, raising £260. The campaign

runs until next March.
Pictured under the banner are Shirley Moult, Doreen Hughes,
Sylvia Rollis, Jo Tibbitt (President) and Janet Phi  llips.

As a result of last year’s
fundraising they present
cheques for £450 each to
the ‘Daisy Palmer Trust’
and ‘ Canine Partners’.




Muriel Lodemore writes our keynote message this mon th
The Church no place to express our doubts?

“If there is a God, it's going to be a whole lot bigger and a whole
lot more incomprehensible than any theologian of any religion has
ever proposed.” So says Richard Dawkins, an avowed atheist.
Interestingly, the issue niggles him enough that he can't let it rest.
| wonder if God doesn't rather like this man. At least he’s honest.
He makes some outrageous comments and doesn’t understand
the Bible very well — but then, do we?

As a Church, we're facing a period of change and people of faith
prefer certainty and stability; we feel worried and insecure and
don’t want to move out of our comfort zone.

It's many years since | heard this parody of a hymn —
“Like a mighty tortoise moves the church of God,;
Brothers we are treading where we’ve always trod”

For centuries, the Church has tried to tie God down inside creeds
and confessions of faith, and loyal congregations have repeated
them faithfully. But more and more people have asked questions
and expressed doubts and mostly left the Church because they've
felt the Church was no place to express those doubts. Hence we
have a population with little time for the Church, yet very often a
respect for Jesus.

Our understanding of God and the universe expands, constantly
outgrowing our ideas. Much in our Church life has moved on in
our lifetimes. God is prodding us, urging us. Be sure of one
thing, we shall never to allowed to settle. The more settled we
are, the more we need to move. Of course, we don’t understand,
but in Jesus we see that underpinning all that is, is a creative
moral, loving power. Our universe, our lives, our Church, will only
function as the Creator intends as we accept that God — however
we visualise him/her/it loves us and is in charge”

We are most grateful to Muriel, who, having promised us this
piece, actually completed it in hospital



Globes of Light

A grey day,

and through a window, a
view of raindrops,
Globes of light,

Pegged to a washing line
by tension.

They hang there, unable

to move,

Reflecting their surroundings,

and blinking in the daylight.

Incapable of dropping and losing themselves
In the dark earth,

Or penetrating and softening it

By their limpid self-offering,

They linger in the threatening atmosphere,
Their potential unfulfilled.

They bring new life from the tomb

Of apparent death.

The power needed for the eternal miracle

Of new birth, is wind;

Incomprehensible, uncontrollable, invisible energy,
The breath of life, yet the purveyor also of death.
The eternal paradox remains, and we remain,
Pegged to our plastic washing-lines

By our interminable hang-ups.

Waiting for the wind.

'Let go!' comes the cry, but we cannot.

Maybe it will not be the forceful wind,

But the dew, that brings release.

Enlarging our horizons silently,

In a deep peace, without tension,

Making us big enough to drop and die,

To rise and live."

An unusual Pentecost poem by Beryl Chatfield, printed with her
permission. Suggested by Muriel Lodemore
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CHURCH CALENDAR FOR May 2013

Thursday 2 8.15pm Churches Together meet at the
Methodist Church, Western Road

Saturday 4 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin
Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 5 11.00am Morning Worship including
Communion, led by Mr Kenton
Church

Wednesday 8 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in Kathleen Martin
Room

Thursday 9 12.30pm Fellowship Group lunch in the
Mayflower Hall (for 1.00pm)

Saturday 11 9.00am Churches Together Bob Carpenter
Memorial Walk

SUNDAY 12 11.00am Morning Worship led by the Revd

Ruth Mitchell
SUNDAY 12 Start of Christian Aid Week
Friday 17 3.15pm Choir in the Kathleen Martin Room

SUNDAY 19 11.00am Whit Sunday Worship with All-age
Communion, led by Revd John
Hickmore

SUNDAY 19 12.45pm Poverty Lunch in the Mayflower
Hall

Tuesday 21 7.45pm Awayday Committee meets in the
Kathleen Martin Room

Wednesday 22 7.45pm Church Meeting in the church

SUNDAY 26 11.00am Morning Worship, leader to be
arranged



JUNE

Saturday 1 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in the Kathleen
Martin Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 2 11.00am Communion Service, led by the
Revd John Hickmore

SUNDAY 2 6.30pm Churches Together celebrate the
National Day of Prayer, at
Emmanuel, Laindon Road

Scripture Passages
used in our Worship

Here are the Lectionary passages to
help you prepare for worship.
Preachers may sometimes choose a
different passage.

May
5 Acts 16: 9-15, Psalm 67
Or Deuteronomy 34: 1-12: Psalm 109: 21-31
Revelation 21: 10, 22- 22.5
John 14: 23-29 or John 5: 1-9

12 Acts 16: 16-34, Psalm 97
Or 2 Kings 2: 1-15, Psalm 2
Revelation 22: 12-14, 16-17, 20-21: John 17: 20-26

19 Pentecost
Acts 2: 1-21 or Genesis 11: 1-9, Psalm 104: 24-34, 35b
Romans 8: 14-17 or Acts 2: 1-21, John 14: 8-17 (25-27)

26 Proverbs 8: 1-4, 22-31, Psalm 8
Romans 5: 1-5, John 16:12-15



NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY — KEN WOODS

NEWS FROM THE CHURCH MEETINGS
Where is God calling us to go?

‘This is just the first stepping stone in our new path.” So said Pat
Stockdale as the 17" April Church Meeting concluded the review
that started last September. It's not that we are dissatisfied with
the progress we have made since our 2008 review. But the need
to rethink our approach is reinforced by the reduction in those
claiming to be Christian in this country between 2001 and 2011 —
4 million people, roughly the same number of older people who
have died in the last decade.

So, what is different about our new path?

1. We want to look more specifically at sharing the gospel with
the younger generations (those under 60), although we will
safeguard what we offer for the over-60s.

2. New initiatives should be bottom-up — inspired by one or two
people who are keen to try something and be encouraged by
the rest of us, rather than projects originat ed by the Church
Meeting and refined by the Elders.

3. We want to be more open to thinking about cooperation with
other Billericay churches.

4. New initiatives might try out different ways of worshipping and
at other times than Sunday 11.00am to 12.00noon.

5. Or different activities run by a few individuals might aim to
give loving service that meets a community need.

6. Churches must engage more with contemporary culture
wherever it does not conflict with Christian values.

Now we need some folks to come forward with an idea that —
possibly with Synod-supported training - they could try.

Ministerial vacancy

In my April notes, | reported that the Revd Ruth Mitchell, the
Minister at Grays URC, has been welcomed by the Elders as our
Interim Moderator — that is, the person who leads our Joint
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Vacancy Committee (JVC) meetings. Ruth has also agreed to
lead our worship about 7 times a year.

Kenton Church has agreed to join me as one of our three
representatives on the JVC; Angela Christian has kindly agreed to
be a reserve and will attend JVC meetings as necessary. We
hope to find our third representative soon. Colin Hunt has
accepted an invitation to be on the JVC. The first meeting is on
30™ April. But the Billericay Elders have already been busy.

Alan Lough has been getting those items fixed at the manse that
did not meet current regulations. Irene Mackenzie has been
sorting out insurance. We are now ready to have a short-term
tenant in the manse when lles & Co find one. Andrew Mackenzie
is making weekly visits to satisfy our insurer’s requirements whilst
the house is empty. Simon Mynott is dealing with incoming mail
there.

| am progressing Billericay’s contribution to the document that
helps to find a new Minister — the Pastorate Profile. A change
from previous vacancies is that, to avoid possible embarrassment
and wasted effort in the ministerial interview process, Paul Whittle
the Synod Moderator has advised that we should be clear on our
attitude to lesbians and gay men.

You may recollect that Church Meeting agreed to accept (subject
to the usual procedures) requests for a service of blessing in our
church for a same sex partnership. However, we will NOT insist in
the pastorate profile that a new Minister would be expected to
lead such services in our church, if he/she has conscientious
objections against doing so.

A related issue is whether we would in principle accept a
gay/lesbian Minister. Each of the 3 churches needs to ascertain
whether 80% or more of its members could accept a gay/lesbian
Minister. We will have a paper ballot at the 22" May Church
Meeting. Although the voting will be secret, we will still follow our
practice whereby only those who attend the meeting and hear the
arguments for and against will be voting. If you can’t be there on
22" May, why not share your thoughts with your Distric t
Elder?
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Christian Aid Week is from 12 18 May.

Please tell John Jackson ‘Yes [I'll collect

again!’. If you haven’'t done this before,

please volunteer now. We have a great
record for contributing a large sum to the town church’s total each
year, so let’'s get knocking on doors again this year!

We end Christian Aid Week, once again, by holding our Poverty
Lunch after service on Sunday 19 May in the Mayflower Hall.
We eat frugally from what is provided, and contribute what we’'d
have spent on a normal Sunday lunch to Christian Aid. Something
we can all do, even if we can’t pound the streets! Please sign up
when the lists are circulated.

Our Charities Table Sale was again appreciated
Mary Deane of Billericay Lions Ladies writes:

| would like to thank you and the Billericay United Reformed
Church once again for inviting us to have a table at your
Charity Table top sale. As always we had a warm welcome and
nothing was too much trouble, and the first hot drink of the day
brought round to us we always appreciate. Weather wise the
day was dreadful: in spite of this your workers turned up
cheerful and friendly, and | am very glad to report that we
raised more money than in previous years.

Thank you all once again.

That says it all. The church table would have made £10 more
but | spent £10 on hot drinks for everyone. Total for Church
£29.50. | think everyone enjoyed themselves, and there was a
lot of fellowship because there were fewer customers. | would
rate it as a success. Someone commented how much better it
was arranged, and this is partly because there were fewer
tables, but we had the new tables, not the trestles!!
Margaret Dunn
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REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS:
TO END OF MARCH 2013
The annual budgeted figure for 2013 is £25,956, which
equates to £2,163 per month. The target figure to the end of
March is, therefore, £6,489.
Total offertories (Freewill Offering envelopes [including direct
credits] plus loose offerings) received up to the end of March
amounted to £4,681.90.
Balance in Communion Fund as at end of March
= £983.14.
The Elders thank you all for your continuing support.

Update on Mountnessing Court

The Patient Participation Group are meeting at 7 pm on 5™
June 2013, at Billericay Medical Practice, Stock Ro ad,
Billericay and have invited Jo Cocken the Senior
Occupational Therapist, at Mountnessing Court, tot  alk to us
about the Pilot Scheme now running there for those
suffering from mild to moderate Dementia, and give us an
opportunity to ask questions.

As you know for many years we have been Vvisiting
Mountnessing Court and holding services there, and when the
Pilot Scheme started you were updated on the situation. The
Scheme will now continue until October. | am a member of the
Patient Participation Group and think that our members will be
interested to hear this talk.

To book your place please ring 01277 626321 or emai | the
Patient Participation Group directon  ppg-bhc@nhs.net

This is an event organised by the Patient Participation Group for
members of the Billericay Medical Practice, but if there are
places available then other people especially interested are
welcome. Margaret Dunn
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| was separating my
two again last night

....The 4 year old was taking
all the toys and left our two
year old with nothing to play
with. So | had a go at him
again. You're not being
fair, | said. I've told you
many times. She's too
small to stand up to you. So you have to be fair. That's how our
family can live together. The bigger ones help the little and the
weaker ones. There are enough toys to go round. You just want
more than she does. So stop it.

Well, you're quite right of course. I'm always on about my
family the same way. They're teenagers now, and still a bit
inconsiderate, though they’re really quite decent kids. But if |
hadn't laid down the law when they were smaller, they'd be worse.

Trouble is, when they grow up they could be like the politicians.
We're all in this together, they say, but really with the benefits the
poorest are getting, it doesn't look like that. Benefits reduced,
people squeezed out of their homes just because they have a
spare room. And heaven help you if you lose your job. | did hear
that a minister has been challenged to live on 53 pounds a week,
like they do. He hasn't said he would yet.

Well, the church | go to has been outspoken on this. At first |
thought this isn't really their business. | don't go to church to hear
this. But then | thought, hang on. Isn't this just what I'm always
on about with my children? Let's be a family, fair shares for all.

This report: The Lies we tell ourselves , Myths about poverty .
It says the commonest myth is that the parents don't want to work.
Yet the majority of children in poverty are from working
households.
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Many people think that benefits are too generous, but in fact they
don't meet the minimum income standards. 13 million people -
including three and a half million children - live in poverty in this
country. What they’re told is if you're poor this must be because
you're lazy or stupid, but that's not true either.

Well, it's refreshing to hear that, | must say. The paper | read is
always on about the scroungers. Huge families on huge benefits,
nobody working, living in luxury. | often think, someone's making
this up. This church you go to, they’re on to something.

And the report goes on to say: the most vulnerable in our society
deserve to be spoken of truthfully, and with respect and that is
what we should demand from our politicians and newspapers.
Anything else is unjust.

Newspapers! Well, another thing I'm always telling my family is:
don't go telling tales about what the younger one is up to,
because | won't believe you. You're only trying to excuse
yourself. You could say that of newspapers as well. Always the
self-righteous ones, - always pointing the finger at somebody
weaker than them, who can't answer back. Making the rest of us
feel good about ourselves. What was that bible story about the
Pharisee we had last week who prayed I'm not like other men, I'm
not greedy, | pay my taxes. Jesus wasn't impressed.

| seem to remember the other man in the story, who had nothing
to give, said God be merciful to me, a sinner. That seems more
like it.

The Lies we tell ourselves:
ending comfortable myths
about poverty , is published
jointly by the United Reformed
Church, the Methodist Church,
the Baptist Church and the
Church of Scotland. Find it at
www.urc.org.uk/news
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A Good Friday Passion
Play moves down a

village High Street

On Good Friday afternoon on a
small area of green just off the
main street of Little Baddow, still
showing remnants of the late
March snow, a Roman soldier is
assuring his superior officer that
he did execute Jesus, and he was
definitely dead when he’d finished
with him. About 50 non-Roman
spectators, well wrapped up
against the chilly breeze, are
taking in the gory details. For the
soldier it was just a job of work. His long experience tells him
when a man is dead, and when he’s just pretending. The cross
used for the execution is lying on the grass.

It's scene one of the Little Baddow
Passion, adapted by Kenton
Church from the Stephen Cottrell’'s
book, The Nail. Kenton
accompanied us on our journey to
the four other stages of the drama
down the village (a Pub to Pub
Pilgrimage, as the publicity puts it),
getting members of the audience to
shoulder one of the three crosses
as we

troop down the street. The next
scene is actually inside Memorial
Hall, which is picketed by enraged
Jews demonstrating against the

Roman governor Pilate inside. In
each of the scenes one of those involved in the death of Jesus
seeks to justify himself. Both Pilate and Caiphas justify
themselves and push the responsibility on the other.
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Back outside now
and arrive at a
small  triangular
space with a
yellow box
containing salt to
grit the steep
road alongside.
Sitting very
disconsolately in
the shadow of a
bush is Judas
Iscariot. We
encircle him, and
he climbs to his
feet. In the next
ten minutes he
bitterly harangues
us about how all
his actions were aimed to oblige Jesus to identify himself as
Messiah who rallied the Jews and would drive the Romans out of
the country.

Even as he betrayed Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane he
expected Jesus to strike the Romans down. When Jesus meekly
gave himself up, Judas’s strategy had nowhere left to go. In afinal
frustrated diatribe against the man who had blown all the chances
Judas had created for him, Judas shoulders a coil of rope, and
wanders slowly off down the track into the woods.

The meaning was clear. It was a dramatic tour de force by Peter
White. In the final scene, we had arrived at the Rodney pub near
the bottom of the hill. Sitting at one of the picnic tables, but soon
to move to the steps of the pub is Peter (whom we soon
recognised as Ryan Sirmons, the young American minister we
met at Little Baddow church at our last Quiet Day).
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Peter is the one who does
not try to justify himself, but
reproaches himself for his
failure to stand up for Jesus.
Mary tries to talk him out of
his disgust with himself, as
he drinks to try and forget
(actually from the chalice
brought to our church from
the Holy Land and often used

at our Communion services,
but in this instance with a very different meaning).

This was the Good Friday story, without
the Easter Resurrection, and so dwelt on
failure and disillusion. The purpose of
Stephen Cotterell’'s book was to get us to
put ourselves in the shoes of the
characters, and ask ourselves if we would
have done any differently. In this spirit we
finished in the pub singing ‘Were you
there when the crucified my Lord?’

For Kenton however, and for all
those who played their parts so
convincingly in the various scenes
the story

The Antiques Roadshow came to Kentwell Hall
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The Antiques Roadshow has been a favourite TV programme
since it started back in 1977. Kate Poole spoke to the Fellowship
with much humour about being a Steward, when the show came
to Kentwell Hall, Long Melford.

Once a venue has been chosen, each antiques expert has the job
of travelling round the country to find and select items for the
show. Using a very well known removal company, large items of
furniture are transported to the venue the day before, and
securely stored overnight along with the most valuable paintings,
clocks and ceramics.

The day of filming starts at 8am (although most experts arrive
much earlier) and the public are allowed in at 9am. Everyone is
seen at a reception desk and directed to specific areas. This is
where the experts decide which item is suitable for filming. The
day can last 10 hours with only a 20 minute break for lunch
allowing only enough time to eat "mars bars and bananas".

Kate was quite happy to don a tudor costume, as she had been a
volunteer at Kentwell on many previous occasions, when they re-
enact Tudor times..This was just as well as Kentwell's owner
insisted that all the stewards wore tudor costume, much to the
consternation of the BBC Director. But it turned out to be a good
idea as the public waiting in very long queues were able to
enquire of each steward why they were so dressed.

The venue gates close at 4.30pm, and everyone inside by then is
seen by an expert. The day ends, sometimes very late, and
everyone goes home exhausted! Kate Poole was warmly thanked
for a very interesting and enjoyable talk.

Angela Christian
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Enjoying the
story of man
and tiger adrift
on the waves,
38,000 feet
below

Flying high above
the Atlantic, a small
screen is giving me
the choice of films
to watch. Not many look attractive, and we've already seen the
Lincoln film. But there's a copy of the Life of Pi novel on our shelf
at home, and now the film is one of the offerings on the flight.

The soundtrack is poor, but I am reminded that it's about an
Indian boy who is a mathematical genius, hence his nickname 'Pi’,
and that in his search for God, he becomes fascinated by
religions. His father is dismissive of these, and especially when Pi
wants to become a member of all three: Hinduism, the faith into
which he was born, Christianity, for its message of love, and Islam
for its message of brotherhood and devotion. This is the bit | had
to check up afterwards from the book.

But the middle section doesn't really need the words. Pi's father
is a zookeeper, but the zoo is closing and some of the animals are
being moved to Canada. The boat is ship wrecked, and the
teenager Pi finds himself in a lifeboat, with only zoo animals for
company. The zebra, the hyena and the orang-utan become part
of the food chain for the Bengal tiger, and soon it's just the two of
them. In his struggle to keep away from the jaws of the tiger PI
makes a flimsy raft attached to the boat, feeding him with fish but
just keeping our of the tiger's way. He refuses to give up and die,
and lives by his wits and determination, and is at times amazed by
the wonders of God's creation. There are jaw dropping scenes
where man and tiger, at arm’s length battle with storms and the
need to survive.
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Even on the tiny screen it was gripping, in the cinema it must be
overwhelming. And how on earth did the film-maker get the tiger
to behave according to the script? What marvels technology can
achieve these days, but in this case without it even intruding on
the drama.

How will the boy survive? What will happen to the tiger? Catch
the film to find out!

What you can say, without spoiling the ending, is that this is about
a young man's search for God, and about the powerful world of
nature, both beast and tempest, which humans have somehow to
come to terms with or perish. It's certainly not a sentimental story.
Pi doesn't end up hugging the tiger.

When | returned to the map on the screen showing the track of
our flight to Boston, | notice that it had marked the spot in the
Atlantic, not far from the line of our flight, where the Titanic went
down. Sitting (fairly) comfortably in economy class way above
icebergs, and tempests, we felt protected. As a matter of fact our
flight was a little late landing because of a thunderstorm at the
airport, but the cost to us of this was just a few minutes delay. We
seem to be able to manage most of the traps that nature sets us
but the film reminds us that we are not immune from threatening
situations when both our ingenuity and our faith are tested.
Robin

PS: Many thanks to all who enquired about the safety of our
daughter Helen, Joe and their family in Boston during the action
following the Boston Marathon incident. Thankfully they were
never near what was going on, but the violence of irrational
people is another of the hazards of our lives from which God
usually, but not always, protects us. Robin.

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the June
issue by Sunday 12" May 2013. Articles are welcome.
Please speak to Robin Derbyshire at any time about any
proposal you have.
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Janette Bright, textile artist,

and daughter of Marjorie Willis, describes

My Journey from Fabrics to Foundlings

My interest in the Foundling Museum, which is
situated in Brunswick Square, London, and its
archives started with a desire to find something
new and inspirational for a project with the textile
art group | belong to, East Anglian Stitch Textile

(EAST). | had previously
seen a television

programme about
Thomas Coram, an
eighteenth century

retired sea captain and
philanthropist whose
idea it was to set up a
home to take in children

who might otherwise be
abandoned in the streets of London. In the event
that a parent later might return to reclaim their child,
it was requested that a token be left as an identifier.
These tokens could be anything the parent felt
individual enough to remember, including scraps of
paper, letters, poems, ribbons, pieces of fabric,
coins, medals and pieces of jewellery. | thought
these tokens could be a starting point to inspire my
own art work.

| visited the tokens on display at the museum in

about 2004 and then went to the London Metropolitan Archives.
The more | discovered, the more keen | was to know more about
the lives of the people these items connected to — not just the
infants left at the hospital but the parents who left them and the
staff that looked after them. Through the museum a simple query
about the tokens put me in contact with Gill Clark, a researcher
who had studied the records for a decade or more.

22



Gill and | started to study the tokens in depth. We wanted to
know what sort of things people left, how many children were
claimed (we have found over 500), what the tokens told us about
the lives of people in the eighteenth century, and why were they
on display. In order to start our research we decided to look at all
200 billet books in the hospital archives — the billet books hold the
admission records of the children brought to the hospital between
1741 and the early 1800s (about 18000 children). We recorded
all the major tokens and when objects or children caught our
interest we often delved a little further into their history.

Gill and | had so many stories we wanted to share about the
children that we offered to write a small guide book for the
museum, but we were continuing to find more stories about the
tokens and the lives of the individuals connected with them. We
also discovered when the tokens first went on display and that it
was a John Brownlow, himself once a foundling but now hospital
secretary who was responsible. Brownlow felt that the curiosities
would bring in Victorian Londoners to the hospital and hopefully
feel moved enough to contribute to their funds, but in so doing he
also separated many of the tokens from their admission records.
In our research, Gill and | were starting to match them back up
again. Our researches continue.

Many of these tokens are on permanent display at the Foundling
Museum, Brunswick Square, London, WCIN 1AZ but at the
moment (until 19 May 2013) there is a special exhibition, Fate,
Hope and Charity that tells the story of some of the children,
mothers and tokens in more detail. The museum is open every
day except Mondays.

For more information visit www.foundlingmuseum.org.uk or
telephone 020 7841 3600. To find out more about my own textile
work visit www.easttextile.co.uk or http://seeking-
artemis.blogspot.co.uk/. Some of my work will be on display at an
exhibition called Seeking Artemis at the nearby Crypt Gallery, St
Pancras Church, Dukes Road, London, NW1 2BA from 15-21
May 2013. Janette Bright imbright@tesco.net
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

SOME DETAILS
HAVE BEEN EDITED FROM THIS
ONLINE VERSION

ELDERS

On Easter Day, Maggi Smith was ordained and inducted as an
Elder in the church; Angela Christian, Kenton Church and Ken
Woods were re-elected to serve as Elders. Peter Brierley,
Margaret Hatchard, Dennis Jordan, Alan Lough, Dianne Lough,
Ann Mynott, Simon Mynott and Dirk Swanepoel continue their
service to the work of the church.

We pray God’s blessing on all these friends as we support them
with our prayers and share in the witness of our church to the
gospel of Jesus Christ.

THANK YOU FOR EASTER FLOWERS and

GIFTS

The editor has had numerous messages of
thanks from our church friends who received
Easter gifts and flowers.

A HAPPY BIRTHDAY PARTY

It was a great pleasure to see members of the
Stenhouse family and many friends when Lorna
(Jacob) celebrated her 50™ birthday in the
Mayflower Hall on 14™ May. We were pleased
to see Robert Elliott again on that occasion.
Picture shows Lorna welcoming her guests
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NEW FAMILY MEMBERS

We send good wishes to Tina and Kenton Church on the birth in
the last week of March of a grandson, Aiden Jude, a first child for
Tina’s daughter Maxine.

Joyce Elliott has sent the name of her new great grandson, born
in South Africa — his name is Ben Elliott and Joyce and other
family members have greeted his arrival with delight.

We pray every blessing on these two little ones and their parents
and their wider family.

EVA

We were pleased to see Eva Wood again on 14™ April. Eva
worships with us from time to time.We send our love to Eva and
all friends who share in worship with us.

EASTER

We are grateful for the work of ministry and sharing that took
place in Holy Week and Easter. John Hickmore led a moving
Maundy Thursday evening service with simple meal. On Good
Friday, the retiring Methodist minister Judith Maizel- Long gave
the address at a service in our church led by Robin Derbyshire.
The choir sang ‘God so loved the world’ by Stainer during the
service.

On Easter Day, the ‘bare’ church scene of Good Friday had been
transformed by an abundance of daffodils and spring flowers to
celebrate the joy of Easter Day in a service led by John Hickmore.
We thank Janet Phillips and her helpers for making the church so
beautiful. As always, we appreciated the musical accompaniment
to the services from Pat Stockdale, Brian Porter and Betty Davis
and are grateful to them.

Our friend, Betty Day, sent an Easter card to friends at the
Church. We were pleased to share with a number of friends in our
Easter services. Mildred Muldoon and her husband Dave joined
us for the Good Friday service, and on Easter Day, Pat Lane and
her husband John, and also Sheila, daughter of Rachel and John
Stenhouse worshipped with us.
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BIRTHDAY GOOD WISHES

We send good wishes to the following young people on their
birthdays in May. James Brown will be 15 on 5" May, Rachel
Hardy will be 14 on 11" May, Daniel Lough will be 16 on 21 May,
Lucy Forde will be 15 on 27" May. We send our love to these
young friends and their families as they are growing up into young
adults.

MOUNTNESSING COURT

A number of friends from the
Church joined our good friend,
the Rev. Colin Hunt, for an
afternoon service on Easter Day
at Mountnessing Court, which
now gives a different form of
care to elderly people. 1t is no
longer for long term residents,
but it gives more short stay care
for people who need extra medical support, but not hospital care.
The service was very much appreciated not just by the patients
and staff but by the family members who were present. One
woman told us that she was a churchgoer herself, but had never
before shared in a service with her father... We all enjoyed
singing Easter hymns together, accompanied as usual by Betty
Davis — but page 4.
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PRAYING TOGETHER

PRAYING WITH AN
OUNCE OF RICE

You are invited to hold a
handful of rice in your
palms. Look at each
wonderful nourishing grain.
We may take such a thing
for granted but crops such
as these are vital to billions
across the globe for food and livelihood. Run the grains through
your fingers and offer a prayer:

We pray for those who are experiencing the effects of changes in
climate. Those whose crops yield less because of salination,
those whose homes are destroyed by floods and cyclone and
those whose livelihoods are lost. We are committed to life.
[Taken from ‘Prayer Partners 2013’ produced by the United
Reformed Church under its ‘Commitment for Life’ scheme.]

A PRAYER FOR NEW LIFE AND RESURRECTION
The Easter message is one of new hope through the risen
Christ. Wherever we are on our life’s journey and whatever
challenges we are facing, God’s spirit is with us as we look to
Jesus. O Lord, we know that you are seeking us. May we find
you in all the uncertainties of our daily living. May we know
your presence always with us. Amen.

Joint Public Issues Team Calendar
Every year, this calendar is published by the Baptist Union and
the Methodist and United Reformed Churches as a guide to
living “out the gospel of Christ in church and society”. You are
invited to remember in your prayers:

12-18 May Christian Aid Week www.christianaid.org.uk
19 May Not for Sale Sunday (Churches Alert to Sex
Trafficking across Europe) www.chaste.org.uk
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Endpiece — by a member of the Congregation

Charity - what does it mean today

The early followers of Jesus were very noticeable in their society.
What marked them out was the way they loved and cared for one
another because they were fellow Christians. Paul, the early
great Christian missionary wrote to the church at Corinth urging
the Christians there to live a life of love. The chapter on love from
1 Corinthians 13 is often read at weddings today but the original
word 'caritas' or charity meant much more than human love in
marriage; it is a reaching out to our fellow human beings. You
can find the original word in the King James Version of the Bible.
"Charity suffereth long and is kind..." Caritas is the name of an
international Roman Catholic aid agency today.

In the last 100 years, "charity" has had many different meanings.
Before the welfare state, many poor people were afraid of
handouts. "I don't want charity,” they would declare proudly. But
at the end of the Second World War, there arose a deeply felt
urgency to help suffering human beings in a devastated Europe.
Charities like Oxfam and Christian Aid and others were formed.

Later, leaders of aid agencies turned their energies to the poverty
of developing countries. They began to realize the best way to
help was through local projects - for health, clean water and
education - through partners on the ground and not through
governments. This is the way Christian Aid operates today.

As we go through difficult economic times, our own government
has stuck to the guideline of 0.7% of our country's GDP for aid
and development, though it appears now to be seeking to give its
aid in 'tied' forms, sometimes even linking it with security and
defence issues in overseas countries. In our own country,
foodbanks are supplementing income for needy people, and in
some places churches are volunteering help with running these
foodbanks. 'Charity' has become very complex.

Yet, the love that drove the early Christians to support and care
for one another is still there - but now extended to many others
wherever the need arises and whatever their faith or background.
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St. Paul found out that such a loving and charitable impulse is not
easy. (See 1 Corinthians 16 1-4 for Paul's advice on organising
collections from members of this young church community in
Greece to help the poor and suffering Christians in Jerusalem - it
took some determination to get his way!)

In May, many ordinary volunteers from churches up and down our
land will be walking the streets of their home towns, collecting
money for Christian Aid Week. We will do that here in Billericay.
Special events will be held to raise money for Christian Aid
projects in this country and overseas. Charity in this form is love
in action!

What you can do to help? See our suggestions on page 12.

TREVOR’S INDUCTION IN SCOTLAND
A message received from Trevor Jamison:

| will be officially inducted to the post of Environmental
Chaplain for Eco-Congregation Scotland at a URC
Synod of Scotland service on, 24" April at 7.00pm at
Augustine URC, Edinburgh.

Our good wishes and prayers go with Trevor as he embarks on
this new and very special ministry in Scotland.
Trevor's new email address: trevor@ecocongregationscotland.org
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Take thefirst steps
to making a difference !

TLS is a course which offers opportunities to:

Examine your faith, Enrich your discipleship
Explore your calling, and make a difference in your life,
your church and your neighbourhood

A spiritual journey
A variety of courses on subjects related to Christian life and
discipleship
A diverse learning experience with opportunities for:
0 Reflective and practical work
0 Personal and group study
0 Local and residential gatherings
A fellowship of friendly people

YOU CAN DO TLS
Just out of personal interest, to help you be more understanding
and effective in your Christian discipleship
To explore opportunities to serve God in the future
To help you acquire United Reformed Church Assembly Lay
Preaching accreditation
Because it doesn’t matter whether you have some academic
experience or none.

TO FIND OUT MORE
see the current prospectus and application form, on the United
Reformed Church Web-site at: www.urc.org.uk
Click the TLS icon on the front page, OR
Contact the TLS Administrator, Mrs Heather Skidmore, at
27 Yew Tree Road, Elkesley, Retford, Notts. DN22 8AY Tel: 01777
838634, E-mail: tlsskid@btinternet.com, to receive prospectus.
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Mayflower Ladies will meet in the Mayflower Hall on the 2" and
4™ Mondays in May, as follows:-
May 13 Members: Sausage & Mash Lunch
27 Bank Holiday, no meeting .

The Mayflower Ladies are again fundraising this year (see inside
back cover) this time for ‘Clowns in the Sky’.

This registered charity supports children with brain tumours and
their families across England, locally in Queen’'s Hospital
Romford, and Southend and Colchester Hospitals. They have
activity and portable sensory trolleys in Oncology Wards, which
can be enjoyed at any time and provided a wide range of craft
activities and distractions. They can sometimes offer financial
support to families by way of small grants, and fund Children’s
entertainment sessions, and would love to be able to extend this
service.

On Saturday 13™ April Mayflower Ladies held a ‘Soup Kitchen’ at
the Mayflower Hall, they raised £250 and would like to thank all
who supported their charity for this year.

Mayflower Ladies thank everybody who supported last year’s two
charities, and ask you to look out for further fundraising schemes
in the coming year, the first of which is on Saturday 1 *' June
they are holding a ‘Charity Lunch’ in the Mayflower Hall from
11.30am for 12noon.

CHURCH FLOWERS

May 5 vy Harvey
12  Wendy Breden
19 Dianne Lough
26  Alma Hickmore
June 2 Pat Miller

Thank you very much for all the lovely flowers we had to decorate

our church at Easter, but we were rather short of helpers to fill the
vases. Janet
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Billericay United Reformed Church
Chapel Street, CM12 9LR

Minister:
Please refer to Secretary

Secretary: Ken Woods
389 Mountnessing Road CM12 OEU
01277 657114 kwoods40@mac.com

Assistant Secretary and Gift Aid Secretary: Robin Derbyshire
58 Norsey View Drive Billericay CM12 0QS
01277 651689 rmderbyshire@btinternet.com

Treasurer: Eric Brown
01277 633645
Assistant Treasurer: Irene Mackenzie
01277 625318

Mayflower Hall Booking Steward:
Dianne Lough, 33 Hollyford Billericay CM11 1EG
01277 655879 diannealan@Ilough1969.fsnet.co.uk

Serving Elders: Peter Brierley, Angela Christian,
Kenton Church, Margaret Hatchard, Dennis Jordan,
Alan Lough, Dianne Lough, Ann Mynott, Simon Mynott,
Maggi Smith, Dirk Swanepoel

Organists/Pianists: Betty Davis, Brian Porter, John Hickmore,
Zena Reubens, Simon Houlton, Pat Stockdale

Our Sunday Morning Worship is at 11.00.
(with Communion service on the first Sunday, and
All-Age Communion on the third Sunday of each month)

Our website gives further information:
http://www.billericayurc.org.uk
and has a link to Churches Together in Billericay.

32




