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Picture of the Month

ARK raised £50 on behalf of Hamelin House at

Coffee on 23 June with their homemade cake stall.

Here Angela Christian chooses a slice to go with her
coffee. Well done, ARK!



Sorry, Mary, | didn’t mean to spill this drink
down your nice gown, | was just a bit
distracted getting something ready for the
Master and doing it (gritting her teeth) ALL ON
MY OWN.

But Mary has all her attention focused on
Jesus. He’s telling her about the things of the
Kingdom, when the lame will walk again, the
blind will see, and humble people will have

their place.

No good talking to my starry-eyed sister. Go straight to our
honoured guest. Don’t they both realize that a host’s first duty is
to feed and water the visitor. That's the law of hospitality. So,
ahem, Lord, Lord, just let me fulfil that duty, then we can all sit

down to a nice chat. Sorry if I'm a bit tearful.

But Jesus doesn’'t take Martha’s side. For him
concentrating on getting the meal just right, the
guest’s taste buds satisfied, the room perfectly
tidy (isn’t that a broom in the corner ready to be
pressed into service?), is to miss something.
We can be so busy arranging our neat and tidy
lives, for the best of motives that we overlook
something of what Jesus is trying to tell us.

George Herbert wrote a hymn about the relationship between

humble chores and seeing God in everything:

A man may look on glass
On it may stay his eye;

Or if he pleaseth, through it pass,

And then the heaven espy

(See the whole hymn, at Rejoice and Sing 538, then go back
to the lectionary reading for 21 July, Luke 10: 38-42).



CHURCH CALENDAR for JULY 2013

Friday 5 2.00pm Chernobyl children visit - strawberry
tea at Stockbrook Garden Centre

Saturday 6 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin
Room, until 9.45am

Saturday 6 11.00am Bradwell Pilgrimage

SUNDAY 7 11.00am Communion service, led by
Revd John Hickmore

Wednesday 10 7.45pm Worship Group at 58 Norsey View
Drive

Wednesday 10 8.00pm Churches Together meeting in
Church.

Thursday 11 2.30pm Fellowship Group meets in the
Mayflower Hall
Keith Gardner: English Bellringing

Thursday 11 7.45pm Elders’ Meeting in the Kathleen
Martin Room
Saturday 13 10.00am “Church Awayday” at Pleshey
SUNDAY 14 11.00am Morning Worship, led by
Revd Ruth Mitchell
SUNDAY 14 11.00am Summerfest at Sun Corner

Friday 19 3.15pm Choir meets in the Kathleen Martin
Room
Saturday 20 Billericay Youth Choir concert

SUNDAY 21 11.00am Communion Service, led by
Revd John Hickmore



SUNDAY 28 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Mr Simon
Houlton, to include the Baptism of
Lillie and Cara Houlton

CHURCH CALENDAR for AUGUST 2013

Saturday 3 9.15am Prayer Fellowship in Kathleen Martin
Room, until 9.45am

SUNDAY 4 11.00am Communion service, led by
Revd John Hickmore

Monday 5 7.45pm Church Awayday Committee in
Kathleen Martin Room

Thursday 8 2.30pm Fellowship Group garden afternoon
at Stockbrook Garden Centre,
courtesy of Peter Brierley

SUNDAY 11 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Margaret
and Robin Derbyshire

Friday 16 3.15pm Choir meets in Kathleen Martin
Room

SUNDAY 18 11.00am Communion Service, led by
Revd John Hickmore

SUNDAY 25 11.00am Morning Worship, led by Mr Peter
Brierley

Saturday 31 10.00am Pastorate Quiet Day at Little Baddow

SEPTEMBER

SUNDAY 1 11.00am Communion Service, led by Revd

John Hickmore
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NOTES FROM THE CHURCH SECRETARY — KEN WOODS

From the Church Meeting on 22 " May
Fabric Secretary — the meeting was delighted to hear that Wendy
Breden has volunteered to take on this role.

Bazaar - a meeting of helpers had confirmed 16" November as
the date — so write it in your diaries! The theme will be ‘Autumn
Bazaar'.

Christmas dates were also confirmed — including Gift Service on
8" December, a Nativity event and Carol Service on 15" Dec,
Christingle and Midnight Communion on 24™ Dec.

A challenge from Kenton - Kenton would like to team up with a
few others, initially to talk to those in our church organisations and
identify their needs and opportunities. The team would then
explore how to satisfy those needs/opportunities. There has been
a response to Kenton, but if you feel you also may be able to join
in, please contact him.

Back to Church Sunday (BTCS) — my notes last month explained
that the Worship Group is taking a broad view of worship, looking
to find a new freshness in worship that would be helpful in
welcoming people to our BTCS on 29™ September.

The Church Meeting endorsed 29" September as a BTCS event
in our church calendar. The meeting also noted Robin
Derbyshire’s request for support, as follows:

(1) for the congregation to identify and encourage any friends,
relatives or acquaintances who might be invited to our church on
29™ September, and

(2) to give feedback to the Worship Group on modified worship
patterns that would be tried out between now and 29™ Sept.

Could we accept a gay/lesbian minister? - after hearing a variety
of points of view and in a secret ballot, 40% of those present
voted that they could accept a gay/lesbian Minister. This is
therefore significantly below the 80% minimum that we have set
for a call to a prospective Minister.
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ARK - on 8" May, serving and non-serving Elders had considered
the work of the young people. Lucy Forde and Cara Houlton had
been present, and explained how enthusiastic they were for their
Sunday morning activities.

Elders and the young people had then discussed some new
ideas, for example:
— Valerie offered to type up ARK'’s future programme for
the benefit of any youngster who is not able to be at the
planning session;

— from time to time ARK will give an informal account to
the congregation about what they have been doing;

— a charity cake sale in the hall will enable the youngsters
to engage directly with the congregation;

— Lucy and Cara will discuss with the other members of
ARK and Kenton a suggestion that might help to
enhance their experiences (watch this space!)

Projector and screen - the meeting unanimously supported a
change whereby the projector screen will be positioned centrally
and above head-height, with the cross being moved up above the
screen. This is subject to Elders’ approval of costs, when these
are known.

Our way of making decisions - a remark was made on 22" May
that we might allow voting for people who are absent from a
Church Meeting. This has been echoed elsewhere and | therefore
need to try and explain why this wouldn’t work.

In our Church Meetings, we are meeting together to discuss,
listening to what each has to say before voting and making
decisions. We are not looking to do what we want to do, but what
we believe Jesus would want us to do — i.e. seeking the Mind of
Christ. The 60% or so of members who are absent will not have
heard the discussions; the purpose of the discussions would
therefore be lost through absentee votes.

But we do encourage those who will be absent to make their

thoughts known through their District Elders.
I |
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We host the Chernobyl children at
Stockbrook Nursery on
Friday 5th July at 2.00pm

Billericay Youth Choir

Will hold their annual summer charity concert
on Saturday July 20" in the Church at 7pm.

As always the programme will be
lively and fun, the choir has been working
extremely hard preparing lots of
new songs for the concert.

Free admission

A retiring collection will be taken
All welcome!

Christian Aid house to house helpers will have
been receiving thank you cards via
John Jackson. We were pleased to learn that
the Poverty Lunch raised £400.21
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Scripture Passages used

in our Worship

Here are the lectionary passages to help
you prepare for worship. Preachers may
sometimes choose a different passage.

July

7: 2 Kings 5: 1-14, Psalm 30 or Isaiah 66: 10-14, Psalm 66: 1-9,
Galatians 6: 1-16, Luke 10: 1-11, 16-20

14: Amos 7:7-17,Psalm 82,or Deuteronomy 30: 9-14, Psalm 25:
1-10, Colossians 1: 1-14, Luke 10: 25-37

21: Amos 8: 1-12, Psalm 52, or Genesis 18: 1-10a, Psalm 15,
Colossians 1: 15-28, Luke 10: 38-42

28: Hosea 1: 2-10, Psalm 85, or Genesis 18: 20-32, salm 138,
Colossians 2: 6-19, Luke 11: 1-13

August

4: Hosea 11: 1-11, Psalm 107: 1-9, 43, or Ecclesiastes 1: 2, 12-
14, 2: 18-23, Psalm 49: 1-12, Colossians 3: 1-11, Luke 12: 13-21.

11: Isaiah 1: 1, 10-20, Psalm 50: 1-8, 22-23, or Genesis 15: 1-6,
Psalm 33: 12-22, Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16, Luke 12: 32-40.

18: Isaiah 5: 1-7, Psalm 80: 1-2, 8-19, or Jeremiah 23: 23-29,
Psalm 82, Hebrews 11: 29- 12: 2 Luke 12: 49-56.

25: Jeremiah 1: 4-10, Psalm 71: 1-6, or Isaiah 58: 9b-14, Psalm
103: 1-8, Hebrews 12: 18-29, Luke 13, 10-17.
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Muriel Lodemore: an appreciation of her life

On Sunday mornings it was always the same. Around a quarter to
eleven Muriel would arrive in church, and would look round for
anybody she knew who had been unwell, who had been away, or
had any special concern, wanting to hear their latest news. She
would enquire sympathetically about their relatives (she always
remembered them). And she would notice anybody arriving for the
first time, and would be one of those giving them a warm
welcome, and would be making a note to call on them (often
before the minister got there!). Then she was ready to take her
seat. By the time the minister came in, many friends with sad or
with happy news would have shared it with her.

On Mondays she delivered the church flowers to those who could
not be at church. The flowers were just the starting point. She
would sit down with the recipients, hear the news they had to tell
about their struggles with ill health, and the stories, good or bad,
of their near and dear, offering a listening ear and Christian
encouragement. Then Tuesday morning was Coffee Morning in
the Mayflower Hall, when she would go round the tables,
speaking to everybody, and hearing their news. There was a very
special moment on the Tuesday morning after her death, when
John Hickmore spoke for everybody there of her friendship and
her kindness. Muriel was one of those whom the church did not
need to appoint to a role of pastoral care. It was part of her nature
and her way of expressing her Christian faith.

Muriel was born into a Congregational family in Barking, 85 years
ago, and was at school during the war years. Afterwards she
attended Battersea Science College, crossing London daily, and
went on to teach cookery and needlework at secondary modern
schools in Hornchurch and liford. In her late teens she had
already become the leader of her church’s Young People’s
Fellowship, an active group aged between about 14 and the early
twenties. They would meet twice a week, with a strong emphasis
on Bible teaching, and enjoying fun together, as well as attending
weekend conferences of local Congregational YPC's.
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A very formative experience was her participation in several
ecumenical work camps, organised by the World Council of
Churches. These were aimed at bringing together young people
from various countries that had fought in the Second World War.
They helped repair war damaged churches and community
buildings in France, Germany, Austria and Britain. Here she made
lifelong friendships, particularly with people from Germany,
Austria and the USA and her broad outlook on world affairs and
her concern for the cause of peace developed. For example her
meeting with a young German, who afterwards became a
diplomat and was the Federal Republic’'s ambassador to
Burma/Myanmar, led through him to her close interest in that
country and its problems.

In 1953 Charles arrived at her church to lead the scout troop, and
58 years ago they were married. When being |nterV|ewed recently
for an article about them
both, with typical modesty
and reticence she said she
thought the interview should
be about Charles. In fact, as
well as being a great lifelong
support for her husband, she
devoted her life in her own
remarkable way to steadfast '
work and witness to the cause of Jesus Christ and his Church.

45 years ago they moved to Billericay, and when her children,
John and Marion, were in their teens, Muriel went to college in
Brentwood and Chelmsford, to work for the Cambridge Certificate
of Religious Knowledge. She thought this might lead to teaching
RE in a Secondary school, but after a short spell at St Martin’s, for
the rest of her life she used her new skill and knowledge in
writing, and in speaking to various groups throughout Billericay.
When about seven years ago our Worship Group was formed she
offered her services, and our Sunday Worship was blessed with a
memorable series of very thoughtful and precisely organised acts
of worship, in which the points were concisely driven home with
apt and witty everyday illustrations.
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The young people listened attentively, and so did the adults! Her
close rapport with all her congregation came from their mutual
friendship and respect.

Muriel's theological thinking derived from her study and
understanding of the Bible, especially the Gospels, and was
characterised by her belief that God works in this earthly life
through human hands, which is where we must try to establish his
kingdom. She was very drawn to the Free to Believe movement,
which originated in the URC, and encourages critical thinking
about the Christian faith, believing that this is the way to
strengthen rather than weaken it. In her services she could
usually find what she wanted us to sing in one of the hymns by
modern writers such as Fred Kaan and Brian Wren.

Just before Easter | asked her if she would contribute something
to the May Messenger, and she agreed. On Palm Sunday she
took our morning service, and though she did not feel well, her
thinking and her energy in conducting worship shone through.
Soon after it was a shock to hear that she was in hospital, and |
made a note not to expect anything written from her. To my
surprise it came, finished in some pain on her hospital bed, a
vigorous and impatient call for the pilgrim Church to move on,
renew its mission and never stand still. The article is reprinted on
the next page, a truly astounding and challenging piece of writing
from somebody who was coming to realise that her Christian life’s
work was drawing to its close.

Muriel had planned the Thanksgiving Service in detail. John
Hickmore summed up her life in words from her chosen Psalm
146. ‘Happy is the person who depends on the Lord’. In all the
hymns we sang for her: Praise my soul the King of Heaven, Lord
give me faith, to live from day to day: O love that wilt not let me
go: How good is the God we adore: and Gather us in — a call for
all faiths to contribute to the rainbow view of heaven. Together
they sum up her beliefs and her trust in God, her deep humanity,
and her joy in serving the Lord every day of her life.

Robin Derbyshire
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Muriel’s last message:
‘We shall never be allowed to settle.’

“If there is a God, it's going to be a whole lot bigger and a whole
lot more incomprehensible than any theologian of any religion has
ever proposed.” So says Richard Dawkins, an avowed atheist.
Interestingly, the issue niggles him enough that he can't let it rest.
| wonder if God doesn't rather like this man. At least he’s honest.
He makes some outrageous comments and doesn’t understand
the Bible very well — but then, do we?

As a Church, we're facing a period of change and people of faith
prefer certainty and stability; we feel worried and insecure and
don’t want to move out of our comfort zone. It's many years since
| heard this parody of a hymn —

“Like a mighty tortoise moves the church of God,;
Brothers we are treading where we've always trod”

For centuries, the Church has tried to tie God down inside creeds
and confessions of faith, and loyal congregations have repeated
them faithfully. But more and more people have asked questions
and expressed doubts and mostly left the Church because they've
felt the Church was no place to express those doubts. Hence we
have a population with little time for the Church, yet very often a
respect for Jesus.

Our understanding of God and the universe expands, constantly
outgrowing our ideas. Much in our Church life has moved on in
our lifetimes. God is prodding us, urging us. Be sure of one
thing, we shall never be allowed to settle. The more settled we
are, the more we need to move. Of course, we don’t understand,
but in Jesus we see that underpinning all that is, is a creative
moral, loving power. Our universe, our lives, our Church, will only
function as the Creator intends as we accept that God — however
we visualise him/her/it - loves us and is in charge.
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But the greatest of these is Charity ....
(1Corinthians 13, verse 13, in the Authorised version.)
Poverty and the Foodbanks

Charity (‘Caritas’) is the word used by the Authorised version in
what is often known as St Paul's Hymn to Love’, but many
modern versions prefer the word ‘love’. Paul was dwelling on that
quality which holds people and a community together, putting the
other person first and self last.

Today this word charity is often used in a more debased sense. It
tends to refer to that portion of one’s possessions, often money,
which is left, when we have satisfied all our own needs and wants,
and which we are persuaded, cajoled, or even morally
blackmailed, into handing over in return for nothing. Often such
voluntary acts manage to avoid being taxed by our government,
because they are for the good of the community (as if income tax
and VAT are not supposed to be used for the common good!)

In the very early days of the Christian church taxing was practised
in its most extreme form. ‘All those whose faith had drawn them
together held everything in common. ‘(Acts 2: 44-45) The
proceeds of their property were placed at the disposal of those
who did not have enough, a form of self-taxation, for the common
benefit. In our much larger and more sophisticated society, which
does not live in the expectation that the world will soon end,
rendering possessions worthless, taxation is nicely calculated to
allow clever or energetic people some reward for their efforts,
while transferring some of their gains to those less fortunate. But
the principle of Caritas is now so obscured that many of the most
wealthy people and commercial organizations contrive by legal
loopholes to keep hold of large slices of their money, which others
say would do much more good if redistributed. (We know who we
mean!).

Some hold up foodbanks as a good example of the ‘big society’ at
work, of people giving direct to those in need (not via the
government, but as a freewill act of charity — that word again!)
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But others say that the more foodbanks become an established
necessity, and the more government welfare benefits shrink, then
the less equal our society will be. Look at America, they say,
where governments don’t even pretend to take care of everyone’s
basic need for food and good health. For some queuing at a food
bank, for the tins of processed food donated after everyone else
has had their pick, is a way of life. It's even been described as ‘a
secondary food system for the poor’. Moreover food is often only
one of the needs of those who come to the food banks. They also
need attention to their health needs, their mental condition and
managing their benefits and the debt they find themselves in.

Not only are foodbanks stigmatising, but a diet of foodbank fare is
of limited nutritional value. Typically boxes contain 3 days supply
of non-perishable food.
tinned fruit, fish, pasta,
UHT milk, sauces, tea
and long-life juice. It's
been rightly said that
fair share food rationing |
in the war years
ensured a better
standard of nutrition for
all than we enjoy now,

The Social Fund, which used to be administered by the
government, to make emergency grants, has now been handed
down to local councils, though at 2005 budget levels. Locally
councils are handing out vouchers from the Essential Living Fund
(with the delightful acronym ELF) which can be exchanged at
shops who take part in the scheme.

Foodbanks have become a national institution. The Trussell Trust,
a Christian organisation, has 345 banks, but is opening three
more a week and says at least double the number are needed.
There are banks in Brentwood, Chelmsford, Basildon, and one
has just opened in Wickford, all supported by churches, working
with the community and business. Britain is the 7" richest country
in the world, but it has a growing epidemic of hidden hunger.
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And, it is not only the unemployed who suffer. Working people are
coming into the food banks during their lunch breaks, as the
minimum wage they are paid at does not cover the essential
needs of their family.

Some ask would it not be a much more efficient system for
everybody, not only those charitably inclined, to be taxed
according to the needs of others. Isn’t that what taxes are for?
Another Christian voice, the Quaker meeting in Tottenham is
considering giving the proceeds of its Sunday collections to
foodbanks, pointing to the yawning gap they see in their area
between frozen wages on the one hand and food prices and fuel
bills which go ever upwards. It's a social justice issue, they say,
and point to a United Nations convention ratified by the UK which
calls on countries to take steps to achieve progressively the full
realization of the right to adequate food.

Oxfam is calling for the national minimum wage, and benefits to
keep up with inflation to allow families to live in dignity. Benefit
cuts they say have gone too far, for example jobseekers are
‘sanctioned’ ie their benefits are cut, for failure to apply for enough
jobs, too often a futile exercise.

A Salvation Army officer involved in food bank projects in the

deprived area of Sunderland has said:
‘People come to us having lost their sense of worth, convinced
they are hopeless. They say “I cannot provide for my family. |
am a failure as a human being.” What Christians can do is
neither to preach nor to feel smug, but to try to live in a more
hopeful and less selfish way than the world around them. We
hope that we might model a community of people who hold
principles that will show you different ways. There's a lot of
truth in ‘there but for the grace of God ...."

Christians, it is said, are at the forefront of feeding the hungry and
tending the sick, that is their role. But perhaps they should also be
at the forefront of speaking out when our growingly unequal
society forgets the true meaning of the word charity and selfishly
pursues personal wealth while others lack the basics.
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< \ 75
B Mountnessing ¢

Optimistic Prospect of Project Continuing
Jo Cocken, Senior Occupational Therapist for the experimental
project at Mountnessing Court, after describing its unique
innovative features, felt there was a good chance that it would be
allowed to continue after an evaluation due in October 2013.
The meeting was very encouraged to hear this positive news.

Jo was speaking to a meeting of the Patient Participation Group at
the Medical Centre about the project’'s work to enable sufferers
from moderate dementia, after a stay at the Centre, to return to
their homes, instead of being placed in residential care. The
patients were being referred to the Centre mainly from Basildon
Hospital, though some other hospitals and GPs could also refer.
In a hospital the regime is unavoidably bedbound and
unstimulating, whereas at Mountnessing Court patients are free to
move at will along the corridors and into the central garden.
Supervision is unobtrusive, but patients wear an alarm, so that
they can be tracked wherever they go. They can even have
memory prompts from an iPad.

Jo’s occupational therapy work involves patients in creative arts,
and in meticulously restoring basic personal skills such as
washing and dressing. Asked whether they had a special diet,
she replied that it was not what they ate, but how they ate.
Therapy made it possible for them to cope with normal healthy
food, rather than being too discouraged to attempt to eat it.

Patients had to have ‘rehab potential’ so as to be able to respond.
The project has 22 beds, and a short waiting list. Though its
generous staffing made it fairly expensive, it was cheaper, and
more beneficial to prepare patients over about 4 -5 weeks to
return to their homes than to place them long term in the
unfamiliar environment of residential care.
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Eltham and the other Eltham

You may have visited Eltham Palace, for example on a recent
Fellowship outing , and so will be interested to read Joan
Orchard’s account of her walk round the borough, distinguished
by its connections with Henry VIII, but otherwise a place of two
distinct parts, with churches of different characters to match its
ethnic diversity, and its economic inequalities. Joan tells us more

The 30" Unlock London Walk took place on Saturday 20™ April in
the borough of Greenwich. It was
called ‘Estates Poor and Posh in
Eltham’.

Unlock is an  organisation
dedicated to raise money for work
in deprived urban areas through
the churches. This involves an
annual sponsored walk in one of
the London boroughs, calling at
several churches of all
denominations which are open for
the occasion, with their members
greeting the visitors, answering

’ their questions and selling
refreshments to help them on their way.

| have been doing these walks for almost 30 years, and this year |
joined a group from Hutton Union Church to do a circular walk in
Eltham and to visit 7 churches. These churches all had their own
stories: a grade 2 listed Anglican church built in 1933 (with
superb stained glass windows) which had been awarded the
Bronze medal of the RIBA, but which is situated in what has
become one of the poorest parishes of the Southwalk diocese
(more about this below): a Pentecostal church which started as a
house study group, and now functions in a former ladies’ fashion
warehouse.; a Catholic church which was the gift of a wealthy
benefactor;
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an original garrison church built for the Royal Marines which
formerly stood on the Woolwich waterfront and which was moved
in numbered sections to Eltham in the 1930s only to be destroyed
in the war.. It contains a mural painted by a former prisoner of
war as an act or reconciliation.

The churches make a great contribution to life in their local
community with work for the young and old. One has a member
working as a street pastor in Woolwich and | noticed that most
contributed to Greenwich food banks.

Walking along the route we encountered many similar groups to
ours, all carrying their special street maps (there’s me with mine),
with smiles on their faces and exchanging a cheery greeting
which lifted our hearts and ensured that we looked forward to the
walk through another London borough next year.

We passed two memorable places along the way — the memorial
to Stephen Lawrence at the spot where he was murdered 20
years ago, and the walk through the grounds of Eltham Palace
where Henry VIII grew up.

Opened in 1933 to serve the new estate on an available plot on
the Palace estate, St Saviour’'s Eltham was one of the first churches
in the London area to
abandon medieval
traditions and be built in a
modern  style. It s
considered as influenced
by the German
‘Expressionist’ style of the
1920’s and is of particular |
interest to devotees of §§
1930’s architecture.

Do you like it?

The vicar, by the way, is a
lady, who sports startling
pink hair. Rev Pinky drives
a large pink car to match.
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Dear Friends,

You may not be aware but figures/numbers are not my strong
point so here are two items that are a little different for you to
ponder and hopefully enjoy as our thought turns towards summer,
holidays and sunshine.

The Miracle of
Mathematics

Jesus: Good morning
Peter!

Peter. Jesus, good
morning! (aside) Oh
dear, here we go.

Jesus: Calculator to
the ready ... some easy
ones to begin with: how
old was | when my
parents took me to the Temple in Jerusalem for my bar mitzvah?
Peter: Ah, easy! You were 13, the age when all Jewish men are
considered to become men.

Jesus: And if | began my ministry at 30, how many years did |
spend working as a carpenter?
Peter: Ummm ... 17. Can | just ask when you waited so long?

Jesus: Of course, though I'm supposed to be the ones asking the
questions here. It was for three reasons: first of all 30 is the age at
which you could become a priest within Judaism and, although |
wasn't a priest in that traditional sense, | am a priest because |
bridged the gap between God and humanity. Secondly, it was
important for me to show the world my commitment to
experiencing fully what it means to be human. Thirdly, | had to
look after the family, when my earthly father Joseph died, being
the eldest child.

Peter: (looking baffled) Glad | asked!
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Jesus: Right, next question: remember when | told you the story
of the lost sheep ... how may sheep were lost?
Peter: One ... and the shepherd went looking for that lost sheep.

Jesus: So how many sheep were left to fend for themselves?
Peter: 99

Jesus: So why did the shepherd risk the rest of the flock?
Peter: Um ... you got me there

Jesus: Because the flock was incomplete without that missing
sheep and each one matters. No one is so inconsequential that
they can be discarded. All are important to God.

Peter: Just what | was going to say.

Jesus: Let's try something else and see if we can't confuse you
with some simple multiplication. When | fed the 5,000 how many
loaves and fishes were there to begin with and then how many
basketfuls of leftovers were there?

Peter: 5 barley loaves and 2 fish ... and 12 basketfuls of
leftovers.

Jesus: So how is it possible to share 5 loaves and 2 fish with
5,000 people?

Peter: | was there and I'm not sure if it was a straightforward
miracle, or if everyone suddenly produced their packed lunch after
you'd said the grace. Either way, it was a miracle of teaching us to
share what we have with others. It seems to me that whenever
you add love to the equation, good things always go further than
you expect.

Jesus: Good answer ... and that leads me to the next question:
how many commandments are there?

Peter: Ten ... um, | mean two ... plus one. Err... that's three.
There's: '"You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
soul and mind and strength'. And you said 'Love your neighbour
as much as you love yourself." Oh and you said that we were to
love another.
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Jesus: Well done. If how can a widow's mite amount to more
than a donation a thousand times larger from a wealthy person?
Peter: Easy, | remember this one! It wasn't the size of the
offering, but the cost to the giver.

Jesus: Talking of cost ... how many words did | utter from the
cross ... and what were they?

Peter: Seven ... well, of course, you said a little more than seven
... but they were: forgive, paradise, son, forsaken, thirst, finished
and commend. Or, if you like, words of forgiveness, assurance,
comfort, desolation, suffering, triumph, committal.

Jesus: And at what hour did | die?
Peter: Three.

Jesus: And on which day did | rise again?
Peter: On the third day, praise God!

Jesus: And how many days did | keep appearing to you and the
other disciples before ascending to the Father?
Peter: 40.

Jesus: And when | appeared to you, how many people were able
to see me?
Peter: Well, only those present when you appeared ...

Jesus: And how many days after that did | send the Holy Spirit to
you?

Peter: Well ... that happened on the fiftieth day after Good
Friday ... which was two days before your resurrection ... yes,
that's right, because you rose on the third day. So that's 50 minus
40 minus 2 ... 8 days, | think.

Jesus: And how many people were present when you went out
into the street to proclaim the gospel and preach the good news?
Peter: Didn't count them, but rather a lot.

Jesus And how many people were added to the number of
disciples?
Peter: 3,000.
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Jesus: And how many people will call themselves my followers in
2,000 years' time?
Peter: How do | know?! 2.1 billion, | guess.

Jesus: And how many people are able to know me after |
ascended into heaven?
Peter: (surprised) Everyone.

Jesus: (smiling) You're not as daft as you look, are you, Peter my
Rock!
By Helen Garton, submitted by Ruth Mitchell

PUBLIC ISSUES CALENDAR

This calendar is published annually by the Baptist, Methodist
and United Reformed Churches to encourage individuals and
churches ‘live out the gospel in church and society’

14 July Sea Sunday www.biss.org.uk

23 Aug Slavery Memorial Day (International Remembrance of
the Slave Trade and its Abolition) www.unesco.org.uk

| PRAYING TOGETHER

‘How | would love to take a holiday!” we often think. Followers of
the Jewish and Christian and Muslim faiths believe that the
rhythm of a life of faith demanded that one of the days of the
weeks is devoted specially to the worship of God. Finding quiet
spaces in life — whether we are able to go on holiday or not - is
essential to our physical and spiritual wellbeing. And it is possible
to enjoy new experiences — even from the comfort of our own
armchair!

Lord, be with us in all our activities, so that we can find
those moments of quiet and peace that only you can give.
Renew us through our times of holidays and changes of
routine, keeping us ever in your presence and your love,
we pray. Inthe name of Jesus. Amen.
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CHURCH FAMILY NEWS

Some items
not available
to view online

VISITORS

We welcomed again Philomena, a friend of Zena Reubens, who
accompanied Zena to our church when Zena played for the
service on 9" June.

It was a great pleasure for old friends of Peter and Sue Clark to
see them again on 16™ June. Peter said he had a rare holiday
Sunday from his own church and they enjoyed sharing the service
led by Kenton Church with us. Peter carried photos of his family.
Owen is now married with a 16-month old son. After 10 years as
minister of 3 churches in Gravesend, Peter says they will be
moving in the autumn. He will then share responsibility with a
second minister for 5 churches in Bridport and Dorchester.

Peter was a member of our church when he was accepted for
ministerial training at Westminister College, Cambridge. We pray
for Peter and Sue as they begin this next chapter of their lives.

Bob and Kathy Riester have written from Indianapolis saying that
in retirement they are continuing to see more of Europe and
pursuing their interest in Beethoven — they will be visiting Prague
and Germany in September.

CAKES FOR SALE
Well done to members of ARK who sold their homemade cakes at
Sunday Coffee on 23" June to raise funds for the Hamelin Trust.
The cakes were delicious! (see picture of the month.)
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Endpiece — by a member of the congregation

Sunshine and Light

| have been thinking about sunshine a lot lately. That is not just
because so many of us feel that sunshine has been in short
supply in the past year or so. (Some people think we should find a
new word for summer to reflect this unseasonal pattern!)

Sunshine and warmth help to give us a lift in our island setting,
where our weather is so variable and unpredictable. ‘A lovely
bright day,” we say. In the past year or so, | have joined those
who need to protect their eyes from bright sunlight, so sunshine is
now a mixed blessing... How much brighter the world seems
when | am able to take my protective sunglasses off.

Jesus spoke of himself as the ‘light of the world’. Without God’s
light in the world, it can seem very dark indeed. But, as with our
elusive sunshine, we are always searching for it. St. Paul spoke
of what it was like to follow Jesus and to seek his presence and
the hope of a final meeting with him in the heavenly kingdom in
the world beyond this one — whatever form that experience may
take.

On our earthly pilgrimage, it is as though we look at the world
‘through a glass darkly’ as Paul writes, but when that is stripped
away we can come into the light of God’s presence in humility and
know that he sees each one of us clearly — blemishes and all —
and loves and forgives what he sees there. That is the light that
Jesus promised to his followers and it can seem tantalisingly
elusive at times.

But, if we take off the ‘dark glasses’ of the world and its
experiences and seek to listen to what God is saying and doing in
the world, then the sun breaks through and we can find hope even
in difficult times.

May God go with you all during this summer period. May you find
rest and peace and know the light of his presence with you.
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REPORT ON WEEKLY OFFERINGS
TO END OF MAY 2013

The annual budgeted figure for 2013 is £25,956, which equates to

£2,163 per month. The target figure to the end of May is,

therefore, £10,815.

Total offertories (Freewill Offering envelopes [including direct

credits] plus loose offerings) received from the beginning of the

year up to the end of May amounted to £9,380.95, so we are still

a bit below the budgeted target.

Balance in Communion Fund as at end of March = £1,105.24.
The Elders thank you all for your continuing support.

CHURCH FLOWERS

July 7 Dianne Lough
14™ 21 Vacant
28" Jos Knightley
August 4™ 11" 18M 25" Vvacant
September 1% Vacant

As you will see we are desperately in need of volunteers or
donations for the above vacant dates. Thank you in anticipation of
your favourite response. Janet.

Mayflower Ladies will meet in the Mayflower Hall on the 2" and
4™ Mondays in July and August as follows:-
July 8 Clowns in the Sky talk
22 Terry Hiscock ‘History and work
of Save the Children’
Aug: 12 Members Summer Lunch
26 Bank Holiday

Coffee Mornings 16 ™ July and 20 ™ August 2013

The Messenger
Please let Dianne Lough have your copy for the
September issue by Sunday 11" August 2013. Articles
are welcome. Please speak to Robin Derbyshire at any
time about any proposal you have.
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